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Greetings 

 

 

Greetings from George Hara 

 Chairman of the Board, Alliance Forum Foundation 

  

The Alliance Forum Foundation began holding its annual World Alliance Forum in the 1990s with a 

goal to nurture emerging technologies in the fields of IT and healthcare. Since then, the Forum has 

continued to be a catalyst for many new alliances - among businesses, research institutions, 

governments, and local and international organizations - that enable the commercialization and 

industrialization of innovative technologies. 

  

Since 2013, the World Alliance Forum in San Francisco has focused on breakthroughs in healthcare 

and medicine, including the iPSC technology. Through this unique Forum where such technologies 

move closer to patients and their families, the Alliance Forum Foundation hopes to contribute to 

the extension of people’s healthspan and to take part in the making of a future in which every 

person stays healthy until the last moment.   

 

Finally, I thank all the speakers and panelists who are coming together to make the 2016 World 

Alliance Forum in San Francisco “US-Japan Innovative Healthcare Technologies Conference” a 

valuable and impactful program of shared expertise and dialogue. I also want to recognize the 

enormous generosity of our sponsors who make this Forum possible every year. 

   

  

  

Ambassador George Hara 

Chairman of the Board,  

Alliance Forum Foundation  

   (Organization in Special Consultative Status with the UN ECOSOC) 

Special Advisor to the Cabinet Office of the Prime Minister of Japan 

Organization in Special Consultative Status 

with the UN Economic and Social Council 
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Greetings from the Consul General of Japan 

Consul General of Japan in San Francisco 

 

In early 2013, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe unveiled “Abenomics” to sustainably revive the Japanese 

economy. Later in September 2015, Abenomics 2.0 was released in an effort to drive forth the Prime 

Minister’s reform agenda with additional focus on new policy measures to address Japan’s 

demographic and societal challenges. And most recently in June, Prime Minister Abe’s 

administration announced the Japan Revitalization Strategy 2016.   

 

The Japan Revitalization Strategy 2016 leads us into the fourth industrial revolution, which 

harnesses the developments of the Digital or Third Revolution that brought about the technological 

break-through of  IoT  (Internet  of  things),  Big  Data,  artificial  intelligence  and  robotics. This 

year’s World Alliance Forum focuses on solutions to one of Japan’s most pressing issues, an aging 

society, though utilizing cutting edge, advanced healthcare technologies. 

 

Since its inception in 2013, the World Alliance Forum has not only made direct contributions to the 

Japanese government’s national goals, but has also provided influential leaders from Japan and the 

United States the opportunity to connect and collaborate. 

 

Please accept my heartfelt congratulations on the opening of the 2016 World Alliance Forum in San 

Francisco. I sincerely look forward to enlightening myself on the newest US-Japan collaborations in 

the field of advanced healthcare technologies.  

 

 

 

 

 

Consul General Jun Yamada 

Consul General of Japan in San Francisco 

Greetings 
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Astellas Pharma Inc. 
DEFTA Partners 
Mitsui Fudosan Co., Ltd. 
ROHTO Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. 
Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited 
      
 
Chugai Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. 
  
 
   
FinalCode Inc. 
SanBio, Inc. 
  
 
AlphaGraphics      
Itoen 
SAPPORO U.S.A., Inc. 
  
  
Alliance for Regenerative Medicine (ARM) 
BioCentury 
Forum for Innovative Regenerative Medicine  
 (FIRM) 
Japan Bioindustry Association (JBA)  
Japanese Society for Regenerative Medicine  
 (JSRM) 
                              
 
Alliance Forum Foundation Executive Club 
JETRO (Japan External Trade Organization) 
New Energy and Industrial Technology               
Development Organization (NEDO) 
US-Asia Technology Management Center at  
Stanford University (US-ATMC)                                      

2016 World Alliance Forum in San Francisco 
 
 
Title:  US-Japan Innovative Healthcare Technologies Conference 
   
Date & Time: Monday November 21, 2016  9 am – 5 pm    (Reception: 5 pm – 6:30 pm) 
 Tuesday November 22, 2016  9 am – 5 pm    (Reception: 5 pm – 6:30 pm) 
 
Location: Golden Gate Club (135 Fisher Loop, San Francisco, CA 94129) 
  
Organizers:  Alliance Forum Foundation (Organization in Special Consultative Status with the UN ECOSOC) 
 Government of Japan 
 
Platinum 
Sponsors: 
  
 
 
 
 
Gold 
Sponsors: 
 
 
Bronze 
Sponsors: 
 
 
In-Kind  
Sponsors: 
 
 
 
Major 
Supporting 
Organizations: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supporting 
Organizations: 
 
 
 
 
 
Advisory  
Board: 

                   

 
California Institute for Regenerative Medicine (CIRM) 
Lonza Group Ltd. 
MUFG Union Bank, N.A. 
Sumitomo Dainippon Pharma Co., Ltd. 
 
 
 
MS&AD Insurance Group Holdings, Inc. 
 
 
 
Terumo Corporation 
 
 
 
JFC International,  Inc. 
Ms. Tomoko Tsuji (IKENOBO Flower Arrangement) 
 
 
 
Centre for Commercialization of Regenerative Medicine 
(CCRM)  
Hara Research Foundation (HRF) 
Japan Federation of Medical Devices Associations (JFMDA) 
Personalized Medicine Coalition (PMC) 
Sanford Consortium for Regenerative Medicine 
Sanford Stem Cell Clinical Center at UC San Diego Health 
 
 
Japan Bio Community (JBC) 
Japanese Chamber of Commerce of Northern California  
(JCCNC) 
Japanese University Network of the Bay Area (JUNBA) 
US-Japan MedTech Frontiers (USJMF) 

Dr. Chihiro Akazawa, Vice Dean & Professor, Department of Biochemistry and Biophysics, Graduate School of  
Health Care Sciences, Tokyo Medical Dental University 
Dr. Ken-ichi Arai, Professor Emeritus, Institute of Medical Science, The University of Tokyo (IMSUT)  
Mr. Robert Klein, Chairman and President, Klein Financial Corporation; Chairman, Americans for Cures; Board  
Member, Stand Up to Cancer Canada; Chairman Emeritus, California Institute of Regenerative Medicine 
Dr. Henry A. McKinnell, Jr., former Chairman and CEO of Pfizer, Inc. 
Dr. Hiromitsu Nakauchi, Professor, Stanford University and The University of Tokyo 
Dr. Yoshiki Sawa, Dean & Professor, Graduate School of Medicine, Osaka University  
Ms. Susan Solomon, Founder & CEO, The New York Stem Cell Foundation 
Dr. Irving Weissman, Director, Institute for Stem Cell Biology and Regenerative Medicine, Stanford  
University             

Event Summary 

http://wafsf.org/wp-admin/post.php?post=2611&action=edit
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Program (Monday, November 21, 2016) 

<Day 1> Monday, November 21, 2016 

09:00-09:05 
 

09:05-09:10 

 

09:10-09:15 

MC: Ms. Kyoko Watanabe, Director, Alliance Forum Foundation 

Opening Remarks 

The Hon. Jun Yamada, Consul General, Consulate General of Japan in San Francisco 

Guest Remarks 

Dr. Satoshi Imamura, Vice President, Japan Medical Association 

Session I: Innovative Healthcare Technologies Overview 

09:15-09:30 

  
 

09:30-09:45 

  
 

 

09:45-09:55 

  

09:55-10:05 

 

10:05-10:15 

 

10:05-10:45 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overview: Cell & Gene Therapy 

Dr. Robert Preti, Chairman, Alliance for Regenerative Medicine; President, PCT, Caladrius Company; 
SVP, Manufacturing and Technical Operations, Caladrius Biosciences 

Overview: Personalizing Medicine with IT, IoT, & Data 

Dr. Daniel Kraft, Chairman for Medicine & Neuroscience, Singularity University; Founder &  
Chairman, Exponential Medicine 

Regulatory Presentations: 

(1) Japanese Regulatory Frameworks for Innovative Medicine 

Mr. Yoshiaki Tojo, Chief Executive Director, JETRO San Francisco 

(2) State of the Industry: Cell and Gene Therapy in the USA 

Mr. Michael Werner, Executive Director, Alliance for Regenerative Medicine 

(3) Diagnostics & Digital Health 

Ms. Mya Thomae, VP of Regulatory, Clinical and Medical Affairs, Illumina Inc. 

Panel Discussion: Regulatory Perspectives on Innovative Healthcare  
Technologies 

Moderator: Dr. Mary Ellen Cosenza, Senior executive, NDA Partners LLC; President, MEC  
Regulatory & Toxicology Consulting LLC 

Dr. Damien Bates, Chief Medical Officer & Head of Research, SanBio, Inc.  

Ms. Mya Thomae, VP of Regulatory, Clinical and Medical Affairs, Illumina Inc. 

Mr. Yoshiaki Tojo, Chief Executive Director, JETRO San Francisco 

Mr. Michael Werner, Executive Director, Alliance for Regenerative Medicine  

10:45-11:05 Coffee Break 

11:05-11:15 Company Presentation 1:  Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited 

Dr. Gabriele Proetzel, Director, Regenerative Medicine Unit, Takeda Pharmaceutical Company  
Limited 

11:15-11:55 Patient-Practitioner Fireside Chat 

Moderator: Dr. Marie Csete, President and Chief Scientist, Huntington Medical Research Institutes  

Dr. Warren Browner, CEO, California Pacific Medical Center 

Dr. Eric Collisson, Associate Professor, UCSF School of Medicine 

Mr. Roman Reed, Founder & CEO, Sacred Cells Research Partners LLC; StemRemedium LLC;  
President, Roman Reed Foundation 

Dr. Naureen Shaikh, Executive Director, Mobile Medical Team International; CEO, Soluna Health 
Inc.  
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11:55-12:50 Panel Discussion: What’s Next in Innovative Healthcare Technologies 
– Investors’ Perspectives 

Moderator: Mr. Jonathan Norris, Managing Director of Healthcare Practice, Silicon Valley Bank 

Ms. Elona Baum, Managing Director, DEFTA Partners 

Dr. Sylvaine Cases, Senior Director, Head of External Science & Partnering US West Sanofi, Strategy 
& Business Development 

Mr. Barry Didato, Chief Investment Officer, The Innovation Institute 

Ms. Stacy Feld, Senior Director of Consumer Scientific Innovation, Johnson & Johnson Innovation 

Dr. Steve Okada, Head of Clinical Strategy in North America and Europe, Regenerative Medicine 
Unit, Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited 

12:50-13:50 Lunch Break (Hawthorne Room & Cypress Room) 

Session II: Digital Health & Health IoT 

13:50-13:55 

13:55-14:45 

 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
14:45-15:35 

MC: Ms. Kyoko Watanabe, Director, Alliance Forum Foundation 

Panel Discussion: Road to Personalized Medicine 

Moderator: Dr. Kalidip Choudhury, Vice President of Business Development, XBiotech 

Dr. Elizabeth Baca, Senior Health Advisor, Governor's Office of Planning and Research 

Dr. Emily Drabant Conley, Vice President, Business Development, 23andMe 

Mr. Michael Doherty, Head of Strategic Innovation, F. Hoffmann-La Roche Ltd. and Genentech; 
Executive Adviser, Regulatory and Product Strategy, Foundation Medicine Inc. 

Dr. Andrew Lim, Vice President and General Manager, Asia Pacific, DNAnexus 

Panel Discussion: Improving Outcomes with IT & IoT 

Moderator: Ms. Elona Baum, Managing Director, DEFTA Partners 

Mr. Martin Carty, President & CEO, Lifeguard Health Networks 

Mr. Jack Coats, CEO, CardioWise, Inc. 

Mr. Dan Heller, President & CEO, Two Pore Guys 

Dr. David Kuraguntla, Founder & CEO, GraftWorx, Inc. 

15:35-15:55 Coffee Break 

15:55-16:00 Company Presentation 2: FinalCode Inc. 

Mr. Makoto Mizuyama, Director & Chief Strategy Officer, FinalCode, Inc. 

16:00-17:00 

 

Panel Discussion: Leveraging Data & Living Databases  

Moderator: Dr. Thomas J. Novak, VP, Strategic Partnerships, Cellular Dynamics International, Inc.  

Dr. David Milan, Assistant Physician, Massachusetts General Hospital; Associate Professor of  
Medicine, Harvard Medical School 

Mr. Robin Smith, Co-Founder & CEO, Orig3n 

Dr. Scott Sneddon, President & CEO, Sharp Edge Labs 

Ms. Susan Solomon, Founder & CEO, The New York Stem Cell Foundation 

17:00-18:30 Networking & Cocktail Reception (Hawthorne Room) 

Program (Monday, November 21, 2016) 
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Program (Tuesday, November 22, 2016) 

<Day 2> Tuesday, November 22, 2016 

09:00-09:05 
 

09:05-09:15 
  

MC: Mr. Kevin McCormack, Senior Director of Public Communications, California Institute for             
Regenerative Medicine 

Welcome Remarks 

Mr. Robert Klein, Chairman and President, Klein Financial Corporation; Chairman, Americans for 
Cures; Board Member, Stand Up to Cancer Canada; Chairman Emeritus, California Institute for  
Regenerative Medicine 

09:15-10:05 Panel Discussion: Cell and Gene Therapy & Cancer Immunotherapy – Overview 

Moderator: Dr. Robert Preti, Chairman, Alliance for Regenerative Medicine; President, PCT,  
Caladrius Company; SVP, Manufacturing and Technical Operations, Caladrius Biosciences 

Mr. Matthew R. Patterson, President & CEO, Audentes Therapeutics 

Dr. Jonathan Thomas, Chairman, California Institute for Regenerative Medicine 

Dr. Irving Weissman, Director, Institute for Stem Cell Biology & Regenerative Medicine; Director, 
Stanford Ludwig Center for Cancer Stem Cell Research; Co-Founder, Forty Seven Inc.  

10:05-10:15 Company Presentation 3: Minerva Biotechnologies 

Dr. Cynthia Bamdad, CEO, Minerva Biotechnologies 

Session III: Gene Therapy & Cancer Immunotherapy 

10:15-11:15 
  
 

Panel Discussion: Gene Therapy & Cancer Immunotherapy – The Promise & the  
Pipeline 

Moderator: Dr. Arlene Chiu, Director, Office of New Research Initiatives, Beckman Research  
Institute, City of Hope 

Mr. Winston Kung, Vice President of Business Development & Global Alliances, Celgene Corporation 

Dr. Andrew May, Chief Scientific Officer, Caribou Biosciences  

Dr. Keiya Ozawa, Director, IMSUT Hospital; Director, Center for Gene & Cell Therapy;  
Professor, Division of Genetic Therapeutics, The Advanced Clinical Research Center, The Institute of 
Medical Science, The University of Tokyo 

Dr. Irving Weissman, Director, Institute for Stem Cell Biology & Regenerative Medicine; Director, 
Stanford Ludwig Center for Cancer Stem Cell Research; Co-Founder, Forty Seven Inc.  

11:15-11:35 Coffee Break 

11:35-11:45 Company Presentation 4: ROHTO Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. 
– Highly Effective Cell Therapies & Advancing Manufacturing System – 

Dr. Masayo Yumoto, Group Leader, Regenerative Medicine Research Planning Division  
ROHTO Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. 

11:45-11:50 

  

11:50-12:00 

 

12:00-12:10 

 

12:10-12:20 

Cell & Gene Therapy – Enabling Innovations 

Moderator: Dr. Anthony Davies, Executive Chairman, Dark Horse Consulting 

<Case 1: GE> 

Ms. Amy DuRoss, Managing Director, GE Ventures 

<Case 2: Lonza> 

Dr. Thomas Fellner, Global Business Head, Cell Therapy, Lonza 

<Case 3: CIRM> 

Dr. Geoffrey Lomax, Senior Officer, CIRM Strategic Infrastructure (CSI) 



9 

 
Program (Tuesday, November 22, 2016) 

12:20-12:35 Panel Discussion: Cell & Gene Therapy – Enabling Innovations 

Moderator: Dr. Anthony Davies, Executive Chairman, Dark Horse Consulting 

Ms. Amy DuRoss, Managing Director, GE Ventures 

Dr. Thomas Fellner, Global Business Head, Cell Therapy, Lonza 

Dr. Geoffrey Lomax, Senior Officer, CIRM Strategic Infrastructure (CSI) 

12:35-13:35 Lunch Break (Hawthorne Room & Cypress Room) 

Session IV: Regenerative Medicine 

13:35-13:40 
 

13:40-14:20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14:20-14:35  
 

14:35-14:50 

14:50-15:05 

MC: Mr. Kevin McCormack, Senior Director of Public Communications, California Institute for  
Regenerative Medicine 

Panel Discussion: Regenerative Medicine Frontline – Tissues and Organs 

Moderator: Dr. Hiromitsu Nakauchi, Professor, Stanford University 

Dr. Miki Ando, Associate Professor, Department of Transfusion Medicine and Stem Cell Regulation, 
Juntendo University School of Medicine 

Dr. Matthias Steger, CEO, Endogena Therapeutics Inc. 

Dr. Takanori Takebe, Associate Professor of Regenerative Medicine, Yokohama City  
University; Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center 

Dr. Misti Ushio, CEO, TARA Biosystems 

Regenerative Medicine in Action 

Dr. Masayo Takahashi, Project Leader, Laboratory for Retinal Regeneration Research,  
RIKEN Center for Developmental Biology 

Dr. Yoshiki Sawa, Dean & Professor, Graduate School of Medicine, Osaka University 

Dr. Osamu Honmou, Professor, Department of Neural Regenerative Medicine, 
Research Institute for Frontier Medicine, Sapporo Medical University School of Medicine 

15:05-15:25 Coffee Break 

15:25-15:35 Company Presentation 5: Capricor Therapeutics 

Dr. Linda Marbán, President & CEO, Capricor Therapeutics 

15:35-15:55 

  
  

15:55-16:45 

Keynote Speech: Recent Progress in iPS Cell Research and Application 

Dr. Shinya Yamanaka, Nobel Laureate, Director & Professor, Center for iPS Cell Research and  
Application, Kyoto University 

Concluding Panel Discussion: The Future of Healthcare & Medicine 

Moderator: Ms. Susan Solomon, Founder & CEO, The New York Stem Cell Foundation 

Mr. Franklin “Pitch” Johnson, Founder, Asset Management Company 

Dr. Daniel Kraft, Faculty Chairman for Medicine & Neuroscience, Singularity University; Founder & 
Chairman, Exponential Medicine 

Dr. Shinya Yamanaka, Nobel Laureate, Director & Professor, Center for iPS Cell Research and  
Application, Kyoto University 

16:45-17:05 Concluding Remarks 

Ambassador George Hara, Chairman of the Board, Alliance Forum Foundation; Group Chairman & 
CEO, DEFTA Partners; Special Advisor to the Cabinet Office of the Prime Minister of Japan 

17:05-18:30 Networking & Cocktail Reception (Hawthorne Room) 



10 

 
Speakers: Monday, November 21, 2016 

Jun Yamada 
Consul General  

of Japan  
in San Francisco 

Consul General Jun Yamada began his career with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan in 1982 and 
has been involved in the foreign service for over 30 years. His assignments overseas have included post-
ings in Russia, the United States, Thailand, and the European Union. His domestic assignments in Tokyo 
have included work at the Economic Affairs Bureau, Cabinet Office, and Ministry of Finance. 
 
Mr. Yamada began his current assignment as the Consul-General of Japan in San Francisco in May 2015. 
He was born in Morioka, Iwate Prefecture in Japan, and received a BA in law from Tokyo University in 
1982 and a Master of Laws degree from the University of London in 1985. 

 
Dr. Satoshi Imamura graduated the Akita University Faculty of Medicine in 1977. His specialty is anesthe-
siology. He firstly worked as resident in the Mitsui Memorial Hospital in 1977 to 79. He worked for the 
Hamamatsu University School of Medicine from 1983 to 1987. After that he served as department chief of 
the Shizuoka General Hospital. He has been working as Director of Imamura Clinic since 1991. He was 
serving as a Board Member of the Tokyo Medical Association in 2004 to 2006. He was also serving as an 
Executive Board Member of the Japan Medical Association (JMA) in 2006 to 2012. He has been working 
as Vice-President of the JMA since 2012. At the JMA, he is mainly in charge of general affairs, health poli-
cy, financial affairs, member’s welfare, pension, taxation policy and public health. He is a core member of 
many important committees of the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare related to the restructuring of 
the social security system, cancer screening system, advanced clinical training program and others. He is 
also involved in the areas as a committee member of the public organizations for health protection of the 
workers such as the industrial health program, life-style related diseases control, safety in the work place, 
and many others.  

Satoshi  
Imamura 
Vice President,  

Japan Medical Association 

Robert Preti 
Chairman, Alliance for 
Regenerative Medicine;  

President, PCT 

Dr. Preti is the co-Founder of PCT, a Caladrius company, an industry-leading cell therapy contract 
development and manufacturing organization, and the visionary behind its successful growth and 
development strategy over much of the last two decades. In addition to his roles at PCT and Caladrius 
Biosciences, he is also the Chairman for the Alliance for Regenerative Medicine. He has published and 
presented extensively on a variety of topics relating to cellular therapies and holds a B.S. in Biology from 
Fordham University, and an M.S. and doctorate from New York University.  
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Michael Werner has more than 25 years of healthcare law, lobbying, policy development, and regulatory 
experience in Washington. In addition to forming the Alliance for Regenerative Medicine and serving as 
its Executive Director, he is also a Partner at the law firm Holland & Knight, LLP. He focuses on issues 
affecting biotechnology and pharmaceutical companies, researchers and research institutions, health care 
investors, physicians, and patients with particular expertise in regenerative medicine. His work with cli-
ents include helping them obtain federal funds through the appropriations and grants processes; FDA 
drug/biologic legislation and regulations including regulation of cell therapy and regenerative medicine 
products; FDA and NIH oversight of clinical trials including registries and reporting of trial results; ap-
proval and marketing of orphan drugs; as well as conflicts of interest and other bioethics issues arising 
from research and uses of new technologies.  

Daniel Kraft 
Faculty Chair for Medicine 

& Neuroscience,  
Singularity University; 

Founder & Chair,  
Exponential Medicine  

Yoshiaki Tojo 
Chief Executive  

Director, JETRO  
San Francisco 

Daniel Kraft is a Stanford and Harvard trained physician-scientist, inventor and entrepreneur. 
 

Dr. Kraft has over 25 years of experience in clinical practice, biomedical research and healthcare innova-
tion. He is the Faculty Chair for Medicine & Neuroscience for Singularity University and is the Founder & 
Chair of Exponential Medicine, a program which explores convergent, exponentially developing technolo-
gies and their potential in biomedicine and healthcare. His various TEDTalks have over 1 Million Views. 
He was recently named a member of the inaugural class of the Aspen Institute’s Healthcare Innovator 
Fellows. 
 

Following undergraduate degrees at Brown University and medical school at Stanford, Dr. Kraft was 
board certified in the Harvard combined Internal Medicine and Pediatrics residency program at the Mas-
sachusetts General Hospital and Boston Children’s Hospital. He went on to complete Stanford fellow-
ships in hematology/oncology & bone marrow transplantation, and extensive research in stem cell biolo-
gy and regenerative medicine.  He has multiple scientific publications (Nature and Science) and medical 
device, immunology and stem cell related patents through faculty positions with Stanford University 
School of Medicine and as clinical faculty for the pediatric bone marrow transplantation service at Uni-
versity of California San Francisco. 
 

Dr. Kraft is the inventor of the MarrowMiner, an FDA approved device for the minimally invasive harvest 
of bone marrow, and founded RegenMed Systems, a company developing technologies to enable adult 
stem cell based regenerative therapies. He serves as an advisor to the X-Prize, Nokia, Qualcomm Life, and 
a variety of healthcare startups. 
 

Daniel is an avid pilot and has served in the Massachusetts and California Air National Guard as an of-
ficer and flight surgeon with an F-16 fighter Squadron. He has conducted research on aerospace medicine 
published with NASA, and was a finalist for astronaut selection. 

Michael Werner 
Executive Director,  

Alliance for Regenerative 
Medicine 

Yoshi Tojo was appointed to the Chief Executive Director of JETRO San Francisco in August 2014, 
responsible for promoting Cross-Pacific business development and providing support for US companies 
in Japanese entry.  Yoshi has long been engaged in R&D management and technology startup 
acceleration, with his wide-ranging experiences in economic analysis and innovation promotion at the 
Government of Japan (NEDO, METI, and MOFA), the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD), and Kyoto University. 

http://exponentialmedicine.com/
http://new.ted.com/speakers/daniel_kraft
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Mary Ellen Cosenza, PhD, DABT, ATS, RAC is a regulatory consultant with over 30 years of senior lead-
ership experience in the biopharmaceutical industry in the U.S., Europe, and emerging markets. Most 
recently, she served as the Executive Director, U.S. Regulatory Affairs, at Amgen, Inc. During her 20-
year tenure at Amgen, she led the International Emerging Markets Regulatory Department and served 
as an Executive Director of Global Regulatory Affairs and Safety.  In addition to her leadership roles in 
Regulatory Affairs, she also served as the Senior Director of Toxicology at Amgen. Prior to joining 
Amgen, she served as a Principal Scientist for the Medical Research Division of American Cyanimid 
Company (now Pfizer).   

Mary Ellen received her PhD from St. John’s University, New York, and her MS in Regulatory Science 
from the University of Southern California, Los Angeles.   

Mary Ellen  
Consenza 

Senior Executive,  
NDA Partners;  

President, MEC Regulatory 
& Toxicology Consulting 

Mya Thomae 
Vice President of 

Regulatory, Illumina Inc.  

Mya Thomae is Illumina’s Vice President of Regulatory, Clinical and Medical Affairs. Mya has more than 
twenty years of experience as a regulatory professional including founding and running Myraqa, a 
boutique regulatory affairs consulting firm purchased by Illumina in 2014. Mya has extensive experience 
in gaining regulatory approvals for novel IVDs in the United States and Europe. This work has included 
PMAs, 510(k)s and de novo 510(k)s in the United States for both kit and lab-based products.  

In the European Union, Mya has experience with working with Notified Bodies and Competent 
Authorities on List A, List B and self-certified products. Certified by the Regulatory Affairs Professional 
Society (RAPS) since 1994, Mya also received the FDA Commissioner’s Special Citation in 2009 as a 
member of the rRt-PCR Flu Panel Team for exceptional performance and dedication in addressing 
complex regulatory and scientific issues in the clearance of a CDC test to diagnose human influenza 
infection. 

Damien Bates 
Chief Medical Officer &  

Head of Research,  
SanBio Inc. 

Dr. Bates is the Chief Medical Officer & Head of Research for SanBio, Inc. a stem cell company based in 
both Tokyo and Mountain View, California. Prior to his current position at SanBio, Dr. Bates has held 
senior executive & leadership roles in clinical development and medical affairs in multiple US based 
companies including Baxter, Organogenesis and Allergan. As Chief Medical Officer of Organogenesis, he 
successfully led the first and only BLA approval of an allogeneic cell based product in the US in 2012.   

Dr. Bates has also led the design and execution of over 20 IND, IDE and CTN studies across drugs, 
biologics and devices in the US and Asia and has had extensive regulatory interactions with the FDA, 
PMDA and EMA around the development and approval of cell based medicines.   

Dr. Bates received his medical degree from the University of Sydney, his PhD in Developmental Biology 
from the University of Melbourne, his Fellowship in Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery from the Royal 
Australasian College of Surgeons, and his MBA from the Wharton Business School. 

Gabriele Proetzel 
Director, Regenerative 
Medicine Unit, Takeda  

Pharmaceutical Company 
Limited 

Gabriele joined Takeda in 2013, as part of the New Frontier Science group focused on finding, 
developing and integrating foundational technologies into Takeda’s research and development process. 
During this time she established multiple research collaborations. Currently, Gabriele is Director of 
Regenerative Medicine. 

Previously, Gabriele served as Associate Director for Technology Transfer at The Jackson Laboratory, 
Chief Scientific  Officer at Scil Proteins GmbH, Germany.  Prior appointments were at Deltagen Inc. 
USA  and Roche, Germany. She received her Ph.D. from the University of Cincinnati, and a Master from 
the University of Würzburg, Germany.  
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Dr. Marie Csete leads Pasadena’s only dedicated biomedical research institute, HMRI, with a mission of 
patient-focused multidisciplinary research. Her lab focuses on stem cell models of neurodegenerative 
diseases.  
 

Dr. Csete held the John E. Steinhaus professorship in anesthesiology at Emory University and co-directed 
its MD/PhD program. She is former CSO of CIRM, and Division Director of Cellular Therapies at AABB. 
 

Dr. Csete graduated from Princeton (music), then received her MD from Columbia, followed by fellowship 
training in internal medicine, infectious diseases, anesthesiology and critical care medicine at Tufts and 
Harvard. She later led the liver transplant anesthesiology teams at UCSF, UCLA and UCI, Michigan and 
Emory. After a sabbatical year at Caltech, she stayed on to earn a PhD there, where her dissertation was 
awarded the Clauser Prize, for the thesis with greatest potential to change a scientific discipline.  Dr. Csete 
is on the editorial boards of “Stem Cells Translational Medicine,” “Anesthesia and Analgesia,” and the 
“Journal of Cardiovascular Pharmacology and Therapeutics,” a member of the FACT Regenerative 
Medicine Task Force focusing on standards for cell therapies and AHA grant review committees.  Dr. Csete 
is  Professor of Anesthesiology and Keck USC School of Medicine, and Visiting Associate in Medical 
Engineering at Caltech.  

Warren S. Browner, MD, MPH is Chief Executive Officer, California Pacific Medical Center. A board-
certified internist, Dr Browner is a Senior Scientist in the CPMC Research Institute; Professor of 
Medicine, Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth College; and Professor (adjunct) of Epidemiology & 
Biostatistics at University of California, San Francisco. 
 
Prior to joining CPMC in 2000, Dr Browner was on the full-time faculty at UCSF for 15 years, serving as 
Chief of General Internal Medicine and Acting Chief of the Medical Service at the San Francisco VA 
Medical Center. 
 
Dr. Browner received an A.B. from Harvard College in 1975; an M.D. from UCSF in 1979; a Master’s 
degree in Public Health (M.P.H.) in Epidemiology from UC Berkeley in 1983; and completed a residency 

in internal medicine and a fellowship in clinical epidemiology at UCSF. 

Marie Csete 
President & Chief Scientist,  

Huntington Medical  
Research Institutes 

Warren Browner  
CEO, California Pacific 

Medical Center 

Eric Collisson 
Associate Professor, 

UCSF  
School of Medicine 

Eric Collisson, MD is a medical oncologist with specific interest a specific interest in the genomics of 
cancer. He received his B.A. from UC Berkeley in 1996, and his M.D. from UC Los Angeles in 2002. 

His laboratory uses a variety of techniques to interrogate three basic themes in the biology and clinical 
behavior of these deadly cancers: (1) inter-patient tumor heterogeneity at the temporal and anatomic 
levels, (2) inter-patient heterogeneity between different patients, and (3) tumor-microenvironmental 
interactions. He uses a combination of genetically engineered mouse models, cell lines, and clinically 
derived samples to interrogate multiple genomic outputs with a focus on genomic DNA and mRNA. 

Roman Reed, a native of Fremont, California, was playing his first college football game in 1994 when 
an otherwise ordinary tackle left him with a crushed C6 vertebra: Roman was paralyzed. He was told he 
would never walk again; he would never be able to use his hands; he would never bench press four hun-
dred pounds again; he would never have children of his own. 

Five years later, the Roman Reed Spinal Cord Injury Research Act of 1999 passed in California and led 
to $17 million in state funds raised, as well as attracting around $85 million in federal dollars, to find a 
cure for paralysis due to spinal cord injury.  

Roman has a long standing commitment to patient advocacy. He has spent twenty years advocating, 
currently serves as President of the Roman Reed Foundation, Board Member of the International Socie-
ty for Stem Cell Research, Board Member of the World Stem Cell Summit, and has been named Stem 
Cell Person of the Year award winner, among others. Roman is a 2008 graduate of the University of 
California at Berkeley. He then went on to Stanford University, where he helped start the Stanford Part-
nership: Spinal Cord Injury Repair as Executive Director. Roman is presently founder and CEO of in-
vestment firm StemRemedium. 

Roman Reed 
Founder & CEO,  

Sacred Cells Research 
Partners;   

StemRemedium 
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Jonathan Norris is a managing director for SVB's Healthcare practice. Norris oversees business devel-
opment efforts for banking and lending opportunities as well as spearheading strategic relationships 
with many healthcare venture capital firms. He also helps SVB Capital through sourcing and advising 
on limited partnership allocations. 
  
In addition, he speaks at major investor and industry conferences and authors widely cited analyses 
of healthcare venture capital trends. Norris has more than sixteen years of banking experience work-
ing with healthcare companies and venture capital firms.  

 
Norris earned a bachelor's degree in business administration from the University of California, River-
side and a juris doctorate from Santa Clara University.  

Jonathan Norris 
Managing Director of  
Healthcare Practice, 
Silicon Valley Bank 

Naureen A. Shaikh, MD, FAAFP transitioned from treating and curing disease one patient at a time 
to 40,000 at a time through her local administration work. MMTI’s current project in Tanzania will 
grow to serve 250,000. And MMTI’s digital tools impacting +1 MM people. This year, she is leading 
the Team to build the first “net zero” impact health campus in Dar Es Salaam’s fastest growing urban 
slum. She is a global leader in human centered design and a regular participant at the Skoll 
World Forum, the American Academy of Family Medicine Global Health Workshops, Innovation 
and Precision Medicine forums.  

From her start as a child in a large immigrant family in rural Michigan, she went on to obtain triple 
honors degrees at the University of Michigan, a Medical Degree at Rush, and ABFM Diplomacy at 
Tufts University. She was an awarded teacher at Tufts, Harvard and Stanford Schools of Medicine. 
She received the Doctor of the Year award in 2013 from the California Academy of Family Physi-
cians. She is the past chair of Family Medicine for Marin General Hospital.  

Naureen Shaikh 
Executive Director, Mobile 

Medical Team International; 
CEO,  Soluna Health, Inc. 

Elona Baum is a Managing Director of DEFTA Partners and heads the investment function for its 
healthcare technologies fund.    The fund focuses on early stage investments in innovative therapeutic 
and digital health technologies.   
 

Ms. Baum’s career spans more than 20 years in drug development, initially at Genentech and then at 
the CIRM (CIRM).  She has held leadership roles in business development, legal and regulatory.  In 
this capacity she oversaw $1 billion of investment in regenerative medicine research and clinical 
programs, the creation of a $40M induced pluripotent stem cell bank and a re-vamping of intellectual 
property regulations governing CIRM grants.   
 

At Genentech Ms. Baum managed legal matters relating to Raptiva and the company’s Spanish 
subsidiary while also engaging in matters of regulatory policy and strategy.   
 

Ms. Baum currently serves as a Director on the board of Endogena and the Cancer Prevention 
Institute of California.  

Elona Baum 
Managing Director, 

DEFTA Partners 

Barry Didato is Chief Investment Officer of The Innovation Institute and senior advisor to The Saudi 
royal family. The Innovation Institute is a unique healthcare and medical innovation accelerator 
comprised of the aligned efforts of over 600 professionals focused on supplying capital, expertise, and 
partners to amplify the power and impact of human ingenuity and goodwill to save lives and alleviate 
human suffering worldwide. Barry has earned a values-based reputation of integrity, creativity, and 
helping deliver a continuous culture of improvement on behalf of shareholders. He has developed a 
global network of collaborative strategic business relationships and partnerships to help scale 
businesses in numerous international markets.   

Barry received a Bachelor’s Degree in Environmental Design & Regional Planning from the University 
of Massachusetts in Amherst, and a Master’s Degree focusing on entrepreneurial management, finance 
and design thinking to accelerate innovation from Harvard University Graduate School of Design in 
conjunction with Harvard Business School.  Sir Barry Didato was knighted by The Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem, Knights of Malta, one of the oldest orders of chivalry in existence today, dating to the year 
1048AD. 

Barry Didato 
Chief Investment Officer, 
The Innovation Institute 
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Sylvaine Cases  
Sr Director, Head of 

External Science & Part-
nering US West, Sanofi,  

Strategy & Business 
Development 

The Sanofi External Science & Partnering within Sanofi global business development organization is 
distributed in the major hubs of innovation and is charged with cultivating geographical ecosystems to 
uncover and manage early stage deal opportunities of interest to the global therapeutic areas to build 
their pipelines through external innovation. Sylvaine is heading External Science & partnering for 
Sanofi in Western US and Canada. In this geography, her team supports the implementation of Sanofi 
external innovation strategy and manages opportunity review, assessment of scientific risk and oppor-
tunities, and the stage deal process.   
 
Prior to joining Sanofi in 2010, Sylvaine has been working for 16 years in the San Francisco Bay area 
in academia and biotechnology and her experience covers basic research as well as drug discovery and 
pre-clinical research and development in oncology and metabolic disorders.  
She completed post-doctoral studies at the Gladstone Institutes/UCSF, where she discovered new 
enzyme families in the pathways of lipid synthesis and storage. She then held an academic appoint-
ment at the Gladstone Institutes, where she focused on lipid metabolism in obesity and cancer. Most 
recently she was responsible for Translational Oncology and led early drug discovery projects at Cyto-
kinetics, and was Head of Pharmacology at Arete Therapeutics. 
 
Sylvaine Cases received a MS in biochemistry from the French engineering school AgroParisTech in 
Paris, and a Ph.D. in Molecular Oncology from the University of Paris 7 and Institut Gustave Roussy.  

Stacy is passionate about accelerating innovation and entrepreneurship in the consumer health 
ecosystem. For nearly two decades, She has been a leader in translating innovative science into 
transformative commercial solutions for the health consumer. Her experience includes venture capital 
investing, intellectual property licensing and strategic partnering, and business strategy and 
incubation, with deep experience and insights across the life sciences, healthcare, diagnostics, digital 
health, nutrition and consumer product industries, particularly where such markets are converging 
and ripe for disruption.  

In 2014, she joined Johnson & Johnson Innovation as Senior Director of Consumer Scientific 
Innovation. In this role, she leads efforts to establish a high-value innovation portfolio for J&J’s 
Consumer Companies. Additionally, she currently serves an advisor to the Springboard Enterprises 
Life Sciences Council and the UCSF Clinical and Translational Research Institute T1 Catalyst Program.  

Prior to joining J&J, she was a partner at Physic Ventures, a venture capital firm investing in 
technology-enabled solutions that empower consumers to improve their health and wellbeing, where 
she led investment activities in personalized health and diagnostics, including an investment in T2 
Biosystems. She has been actively involved in the design and execution of science-enabled innovation 
strategies, business incubation opportunities, and advising senior management of global CPG 
enterprises and early stage companies in the personalized health and medical technology sectors.  

Previously, she held leadership positions in the business development groups at Genentech and Third 
Wave Technologies and was a technology transactions attorney at Wilson, Sonsini, Goodrich & Rosati. 
She earned her B.A. in Sociology from the University of Pennsylvania, and received her J.D. from 
Vanderbilt Law School. 

Stacy Feld 
 Senior Director of Con-
sumer Scientific Innova-
tion, Johnson & Johnson 

Innovation 

Steve Okada   
Head of Clinical Strategy in 
North America and Europe, 

Regenerative Medicine Unit, 
Takeda Pharmaceutical  

Company Limited 

Shunichiro (Steve) Okada, MD, with more than 25 years of academic and pharmaceutical industry 
experience, is Vice President and Head of Clinical Strategy for Regenerative Medicine Unit (North 
America and Europe) at Takeda Pharmaceutical Corporation.   Regenerative Medicine Unit’s mission 
is to bring innovative and definitive therapies to patients with life threatening disease.   Before his 
current appointment, he was Vice President and Head of Exploratory Translational Development at 
Takeda where he led the experimental and translational medicine group for pre-clinical assessment of 
early assets and early stage clinical development from candidate nomination to proof-of-mechanism/
proof of concept studies.   

Prior to joining Takeda, Dr. Okada held various senior positions at Novartis and GlaxoSmithKline 
with extensive experience in early and late phase clinical development, medical affairs, business 
development, external partnership and collaboration in cardiovascular and metabolic disease areas.  
In academia, Dr. Okada practiced medicine and led numerous studies funded by the National 
Institutes of Health and American Heart Association at three leading US academic medical centers.   

Dr. Okada received his undergraduate degree at Johns Hopkins University and his medical degree 
from University of Texas Southwestern Medical School.  He is a board certified in internal medicine 
and holds subspecialty certification in Cardiovascular Disease.  He is fluent in both English and 
Japanese and well versed in Japanese business model and culture. 
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Dr. Elizabeth Baca is passionate about innovations to foster total health and well-being. She currently 
serves as the Senior Health Advisor in the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research. She is engaged 
in innovation in the public sector to foster health through multiple projects including healthy 
planning, big data, and public-private partnerships. For healthy planning she works across sectors to 
foster collaboration, elevate the connection between health and the built environment, and leads the 
effort to incorporate health considerations into the planning process to build healthy, resilient 
communities. A significant part of her work is aligning win-wins for projects that offer co-benefits, 
particularly with respect to climate mitigation and adaptation efforts. For big data, she is working on 
projects to link data sets to the planning process.  Additionally, she serves as a lead for the Governor’s 
Initiative to Advance Precision Medicine. Through her role in OPR, she is an advisor for the USGBC 
Building Health Initiative and FS6, a new Food System Accelerator. Previously, she served on the 
General Pediatric Faculty at Stanford Medical School and directed the Community Pediatric and Child 
Advocacy Rotation. In addition to teaching medical students and residents about the social, economic, 
and environmental factors that affect health, she was the lead faculty mentor on several projects to 
increase access to healthy foods, reduce environmental triggers of asthma, increase physical activity 
opportunities, and improve the built environment.  

She studied health policy at Universidad Simon Bolivar in Venezuela. She completed her Masters in 
Public Administration at Harvard Kennedy School of Government and her Doctorate of Medicine at 
Harvard Medical School. Dr. Baca completed her pediatric residency in the Pediatric Leadership for 
the Underserved program at University of  UCSF. 

Emily Drabant Conley, Ph.D. joined 23andMe in 2010 and currently serves as Vice President of 
Business Development. She is responsible for building strategic partnerships with pharmaceutical and 
biotech companies, forging research collaborations, and overseeing project execution across a range 
of therapeutic areas. Dr. Conley has been featured on the cover of Pharmaceutical Executive and 
interviewed by Bloomberg, NPR, FOX, and Fast Company, among others. 

Prior to 23andMe, Dr. Conley spent 10 years conducting research that combined genetics and 
neuroimaging to understand neuropsychiatric disease. She was a Research Fellow at the National 
Institute of Mental Health and is co-author on more than 15 academic publications. 

Dr. Conley currently serves on the Advisory Board of the UCSF Alliance Health Project, which 
provides services to the LGBT and HIV-affected communities in San Francisco.  

She received her Ph.D. in Neuroscience from Stanford University School of Medicine, where she held 
fellowships from the National Science Foundation and Department of Defense. She graduated summa 
cum laude from Vanderbilt University with a B.A. in Psychology and Business.  

Emily Drabant  
Conley 

Vice President,  
Business Development, 

23andMe 

Elizabeth Baca 
Senior Health Advisor, 

Governor's Office of 
Planning and Research 

Kalidip “KC” Choudhury, PhD, is the Vice President, Business Development for XBiotech, which is 
pioneering the discovery and development of targeted antibodies based on its True Human™ 
technology. He is leading the efforts to commercialize new medicines by advancing its robust pipeline 
of antibodies derived from natural human immunity.  

KC previously served as the Vice President, Companion Diagnostics for Definiens, an AstraZeneca 
company and prior to that as Senior Director for Business Development at Thermo Fisher Scientific in 
the Immunodiagnostics Division where he was responsible for building and implementing 
personalized medicine at Thermo Fisher. He has conducted research at Stanford University, Anergen 
and at Roche Biosciences. 

Kalidip 
Choudhury  

Vice President of Business 
Development,  XBiotech 

http://www.pharmexec.com/23andme-s-double-play-making-science-patients-partners?pageID=2
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2015-01-12/23andme-and-pfizer-to-collaborate-on-gene-database
http://www.npr.org/blogs/health/2012/08/20/158943097/search-for-parkinsons-genes-turns-to-online-social-networking
http://www.foxbusiness.com/on-air/willis-report/videos%23p/157870/v/2817488473001
http://www.fastcompany.com/magazine/180/november-2013
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Michael Doherty is currently working 50% for Roche/Genentech and 50% for Foundation Medicine in 2 
related and synergistic roles. He leads the strategic innovation team in Roche Pharma Development, 
which is focused on the transformation of the drug development process to ensure the future sustaina-
bility of drug development. In addition, he is working as an executive adviser to Foundation Medicine to 
build a capability to sustain the product portfolio through the transformation from CLIA regulation to 
an FDA oversight.  

He started his career in 1986 in Regulatory Affairs in the Cyanamid Company (Lederle), based in the 
UK, working primarily in the field of antibiotics registration with the UK Health Authority. He then 
joined Sandoz, where he led the Regulatory Group in the UK, undertaking the first European filings 
under the mutual recognition and centralised procedures with the European Commission. 

In 1992, Michael joined Rhone Poulenc Rorer (RPR) based in Paris, and took on Global Regulatory re-
sponsibility for the respiratory and endocrinology portfolios. He later joined Astra (to become Astra-
Zeneca), where he was first the Head of the Respiratory and Inflammation Regulatory Team and then 
became Global Head of Drug Development Regulatory Affairs. In 2002, he joined F. Hoffman-La Roche 
Ltd as Global Head, Regulatory Affairs based in Basel, Switzerland. In 2009, he relocated to Genentech, 
San Francisco to oversee the integration of the 2 regulatory functions following the full acquisition of 
Genentech by Roche, and continued in the role of global head of regulatory affairs until the end of 2015. 

Prior to working in the pharmaceutical industry, Michael worked at the University of Manchester, UK, 
and Christie Hospital in the Regional Endocrinology Laboratory. He has a BSc in Biochemistry and a 
fellowship of the Institute of Medical Sciences, UK, and a Diploma in Management Studies from the 
University of Portsmouth, UK. 

Michael 
Doherty 

 

Head of Strategic 
Innovation, F. 

Hoffmann-La Roche 
Ltd. and Genentech 

Andrew is responsible for the company’s overall business in Asia, Australia and New Zealand. 
Previously, Andrew has held senior positions at several cloud companies, including Sentient 
Technologies and Tendril. He was also responsible for business development, corporate development 
and strategy with Telstra and with Seagate Technology, where activities were focused broadly across 
the Asia Pacific region. Prior to that, he was a management consultant at the Boston Consulting Group. 
Andrew holds a BSc (Hons) from the University of Sydney and a Ph.D. from the University of 
California, Berkeley. 

Andrew Lim 
Vice President and 

General Manager, Asia 
Pacific, DNAnexus 

Martin is co-founder and President of Lifeguard Health Networks, a digital health management 
company focused on remote care coordination.  His experience as a caregiver for his son who was 
diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes coupled with his past 25 years focused on IT Automation were the 
motivations to create the company’s care platform, LifeguardMOBILE™.   

Prior to Lifeguard Health Networks, Martin was the Area Vice President of for Emerging Products & 
Cloud Computing at BMC Software (NASDAQ: BMC). Martin has also held key management positions 
at BladeLogic (NASDAQ: BLOG), Groove Networks (Acquired by Microsoft – MSFT), and Kana 
Communication (NASDAQ: KANA). He started his career in information technology in 1993 at 
Parametric Technology Corporation (NASDAQ: PMTC). 

Martin Carty 
President & CEO, 

Lifeguard  
Health Networks 
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Jack Coats is a senior executive and entrepreneur with over 30 years of experience in commercializ-
ing new technologies in medical devices and medical imaging.  Prior to joining CardioWise, he 
founded 3dMD and served as CEO, where he focused on applications of 3D surface imaging applica-
tions in surgical planning and radiation oncology.  That led to the formation of a medical imaging 
company that has a novel solution for image-guided radiation treatments called Vision RT, Ltd.  He 
designed the North American commercialization plan for the company and oversaw its implementa-
tion.  Today, Vision RT is the leader in surveillance, and respiratory gating for patients undergoing 
radiation treatments.   

Previously, led the life sciences businesses at FEI Company and Xradia, both leaders in nanotechnol-
ogy imaging, where he established them in the forefront of characterization of nanomaterials used in 
medicine.  As President of Nucletron Corporation, he formulated a groundbreaking strategy to intro-
duce innovative products that enabled body-site specific treatments for breast, prostate, and rectal 
cancer.  As Vice President at Varian Medical Systems, Jack drove the development of the integrated 
systems solution and guided its highly successful market introduction.  Today he serves on the 
Boards of CardioWise and Vision RT and participates on the Advisory Board of the NanoBusiness 
Commercialization Association. 

Dan Heller 
President & CEO, 

Two Pore Guys 

Jack Coats 
CEO, 

CardioWise, Inc. 

Dan Heller has been involved in technology innovation since his first startup company in 1990. He's 
been involved in early internet technologies and businesses throughout the 90s, becoming an 
industry analyst throughout the 2000s. He's been involved in biotechnology since 2009 and is the 
co-founder of Two Pore Guys, which uses solid state nanopores as the core technology for a hand-
held diagnostic device. 

David Kuraguntla was preparing to begin a surgical residency when he was confronted with the 
need for the GraftWorx device. While researching a possible solution, he invented the GraftWorx 
technology and currently leads the company as Co-founder and CEO. GraftWorx is developing a 
series of "smart" devices to treat patients who need dialysis or suffer from peripheral arterial dis-
ease (PAD). Their sensor-enabled wearables and stents can connect to smartphones and alert sur-
geons before a problem becomes clinically evident. These alerts then benefit the patient, payer, and 
provider by avoiding costly, debilitating outcomes. Leveraging their technology and proprietary 
cloud software to change lives, GraftWorx is turning the Internet of Things into the Internet of the 
Body. 

David attended West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine on a Health Professions Scholarship 
from the United States Air Force.  In addition, he worked at the National Institute on Drug Abuse 
(NIDA), where he developed a novel live-cell confocal microscopy technique to study the dopamine 
transporter function, kinase pathways, and drug interactions.  As a recipient of a National Science 
Foundation grant, David performed physical organic synthesis on propellane and its derivatives. 

David  
Kuraguntla  
Founder & CEO, 
GraftWorx, Inc. 

Makoto Mizuyama 
Director &  

Chief Strategy Officer,  
FinalCode, Inc. 

Makoto Mizuyama is a board member and Chief Strategy Officer of FinalCode, Inc. He oversees the 
company strategy throughout the organization. Previously, he spent more than 20 years in the 
Software and Service industry with senior executive roles at Fujitsu in U.S. 

FinalCode, Inc. was founded in April 2014, headquarters in Silicon Valley. FinalCode makes 
implementing enterprise-grade file encryption and granular usage control remotely, manageable 
and in a way that provides persistent protection of files such as research paper/data or  medical 
record/protected health information (PHI) wherever they go.  

Makoto received his Bachelor of Science and Masters of Science degrees from Hiroshima 
University. 
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Dr. Tom Novak is Vice President, Strategic Partnerships, at Cellular Dynamics International (CDI) – A 
FUJIFILM Company, the world’s leading supplier of stem cell-derived, terminally differentiated cells. 
In addition, he is the Principle Investigator on CDI’s $16M grant from the CIRM to reprogram samples 
from 3000 patients with a variety of multigenic disorders. Prior to joining CDI in 2012, Dr. Novak was 
Senior VP of Research and Development at Fate Therapeutics, a San Diego-based biotech developing 
small molecules and biologics to induce proliferation and differentiation of adult stem cells to replace 
tissue lost to aging or disease. From 2001 to 2010, Dr. Novak held a number of positions at Roche Palo 
Alto, including Senior Director and Head of Discovery Technologies wherein he led a group of ~65 
scientists with responsibility for all compound screening, cell culture, molecular biology, protein pro-
duction, and crystallography at that facility. In 2009, he was chosen to lead a global team of scientists 
to evaluate opportunities to utilize stem cells as research tools. This ultimately led to the initiation of 
three collaborations (CDI, iSTEM, and Harvard Stem Cell Institute) centered around nonclinical safe-
ty, neuroscience, and cardiovascular diseases, respectively.  

Dr. Novak earned a BA in biology and chemistry, magna cum laude, from Amherst College (Amherst, 
MA) and received his PhD in molecular biology from Caltech (Pasadena, CA). After completing post-
doctoral training in immunobiology at Yale University, he began his pharmaceutical career in 1994 as a 
research scientist at Wyeth-Ayerst in Princeton, NJ. 

Thomas J. Novak 
VP, Strategic  
Partnership, 

Cellular Dynamics 
 International, Inc. 

David J. Milan, MD is a Physician-Scientist at Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard Medical 
School where he is a practicing cardiac electrophysiologist and runs a research laboratory exploring 
fundamental mechanisms of cardiac arrhythmias using stem cells and zebrafish models. He studied 
at Stanford University as an undergraduate, majoring in Chemistry. He attended Harvard Medical 
School for his MD degree, and trained at Brigham and Women’s Hospital for residency followed by 
fellowship in Cardiology and Cardiac Electrophysiology at Massachusetts General Hospital. 

David J. Milan 
Assistant Physician,  

Massachusetts  
General Hospital 

Robin Smith 
Co-Founder & CEO,  

Orig3n 

Scott Sneddon is the CEO of Sharp Edge Labs, Inc. a drug discovery company focused on protein 
trafficking disorders caused by genetic mutation.  The company’s trafficking biosensor technology 
enables industry-scale compound screening of cellular trafficking with unprecedented speed and 
sensitivity.  The company has programs in neurodegeneration (Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s), 
muscular dystrophy, and non-opioid pain.  Scott holds a Ph.D. in Chemistry & Biophysics from 
Carnegie-Mellon University, a J.D. from Columbia University Law School and has over 20 years 
experience in the drug discovery industry, having previously held leadership positions at Pfizer and 
Genzyme. At Pfizer Dr. Sneddon was a member of the New Leads Discovery group under Fred 
Vinick. He then went to Genzyme with Fred to help establish Genzyme's small molecule drug 
discovery program. There he led the Assay Development and High Throughput Screening group and 
was a pioneer in implementing high-throughput functional cellular assays for primary drug 
screening (before such a thing was fashionable). 

Robin Y. Smith brings over 20 years of startup, science, and entrepreneurial experience to ORIG3N. 
In his previous roles as founder of three successful enterprises, Robin returned over 78% IRR to 
investors at two VC-backed companies. As the global head of R&D for PerkinElmer, he managed 
teams as large as 500 people. Robin is a visionary and strategist who is passionate about building 
high-energy startup organizations.  

Scott Sneddon 
President & CEO,  
Sharp Edge Labs 
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Susan L. Solomon is Founder and CEO of The New York Stem Cell Foundation (NYSCF) Research In-
stitute, the world’s leading non-profit research institute dedicated to translating cutting-edge stem cell 
research into clinical breakthroughs. Privately funded, NYSCF is unconstrained and therefore unique 
in its ability to expedite the most promising stem cell research both at its own independent laboratory 
employing 45 full-time scientists and through its collaborations with more than 50 academic, philan-
thropic, and corporate institutions around the globe. In addition, NYSCF has built a community of over 
140 leading stem cell scientists internationally. From a standing start in 2005, NYSCF has raised and 
invested more than $160 million in “tipping point” stem cell research, accelerating progress in finding 
treatments and cures for diabetes, ALS, multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, heart disease, 
cancer, schizophrenia, bone injury, and macular degeneration, among other diseases.       

A veteran healthcare advocate, she serves on the boards of a number of prominent diabetes and regen-
erative medicine organizations including the College Diabetes Network and the Global Alliance for 
IPSC Therapies. She also serves on the Board of Directors of the Regional Plan Association. She has 
received numerous awards for her work with NYSCF, including the New York State Women of Excel-
lence Award from the Governor of New York, the Triumph Award from the Brooke Ellison Foundation, 
and recognition as a Living Landmark from the New York Landmarks Conservancy.        

A lawyer by training and a chief executive and entrepreneur by experience, she has decades of leader-
ship experience in starting and building effective and focused organizations. Ms. Solomon started her 
career as an attorney at Debevoise & Plimpton, then held executive positions at MacAndrews and 
Forbes and APAX. She was the founder and President of Sony Worldwide Networks, the Chairman and 
CEO of Lancit Media Productions, an Emmy award-winning television production company, and then 
served as the founding CEO of Sothebys.com, prior to starting her own strategic management consult-
ing firm Solomon Partners in 2000. She received her BA cum laude from New York University and her 
JD from Rutgers University School of Law, where she was as an editor of the Law Review. 

Susan  
Solomon  

Founder & CEO,  
The New York Stem 

Cell Foundation 

Master of Ceremonies 

Kyoko 
Watanabe 

Director,  
Alliance Forum  

Foundation 

Kyoko is a Managing Director of DEFTA Partners which is an early-stage venture capital firm investing 
in IT and healthcare technology companies in the US, Japan and Israel.  With over 20 years of experi-
ence in the venture capital industry, she oversees the operation of funds and has worked closely with 
over 50 early stage companies in DEFTA's portfolio.  Kyoko advises and assists many portfolios with 
their strategies to expand into the Japanese market. 

She also serves on the Board of Directors of the San Francisco-Osaka sister city association and the 
Alliance Forum Foundation, a non-profit to harness new technologies and support innovative initia-
tives.  She received a BA from Seishin University and MBA from University of San Francisco.  
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Speakers: Tuesday, November 22, 2016 

Mr. Klein authored and Chaired the campaign for Proposition 71: the California Stem Cell Research and 
Cures Initiative, which was approved by 7 million California voters in 2004 and established the CIRM 
(CIRM). He served as the Chairman of the Governing Board of the CIRM which manages the peer review 
and grant process for the $3 billion in stem cell research and human clinical trial funding authorized by the 
Initiative.  He was elected Chairman Emeritus of CIRM in 2011.  

He is also an accomplished philanthropist and innovator who has been named to Time Magazine’s "100 
Most Influential People,” as well as the Scientific American's “The Scientific American 50” as a leader shap-
ing the future of science. His public service awards include: the Biotechnology Industry Organization’s 
International Conference’s "Biotech Humanitarian Award”, Research!America’s "Gordon & Llura Gund 
Leadership Award,” and the International Society for Stem Cell Research first ever (ISSCR) “ISSCR Public 
Service Award.”   

Mr. Klein is a currently a Member of the Board of Directors of Stand Up to Cancer Canada. He has served 
on the Boards of the Ontario Institute for Cancer Research, the Global Security Institute, Genome Canada, 
and the State of California Housing Finance Agency.  

Mr. Klein serves as the current Chairman and President of Klein Financial Corporation, a real estate devel-
opment and investment banking company focused on multi-family housing, with an affordable compo-
nent.  

Robert Klein 
Chairman Emeritus,  

California Institute for  
Regenerative Medicine 

Robert Preti 
Chairman, Alliance for 
Regenerative Medicine;  

President, PCT 

Dr. Preti is the co-Founder of PCT, a Caladrius company, an industry-leading cell therapy contract 
development and manufacturing organization, and the visionary behind its successful growth and 
development strategy over much of the last two decades. In addition to his roles at PCT and Caladrius 
Biosciences, he is also the Chairman for the Alliance for Regenerative Medicine. He has published and 
presented extensively on a variety of topics relating to cellular therapies and holds a B.S. in Biology from 
Fordham University, and an M.S. and doctorate from New York University.  

Mr. Patterson is the co-founder of Audentes Therapeutics and has served as president and CEO since the 
Company’s inception in November 2012. He has more than 20 years of experience in the research, 
development, and commercialization of innovative treatments for rare diseases and has held positions of 
senior management in both private and public biotechnology companies. Previously Mr. Patterson 
worked for Genzyme Corporation, BioMarin Pharmaceutical, and Amicus Therapeutics. Prior to Audentes 
he was an Entrepreneur-In-Residence with OrbiMed, the world’s largest health-care dedicated investment 
firm. 
 
Mr. Patterson is a member of the Board of Directors of Gilda’s Club of New York City, which provides 
social and emotional support for people living with cancer. He also currently serves as Vice Chairman of 
the Alliance for Regenerative Medicine (ARM). Mr. Patterson received his B.A. in Biochemistry from 
Bowdoin College. 

Matthew R. 
Patterson 

President & CEO, 
Audentes 

Therapeutics 



22 

 

 

Jonathan Thomas, Ph.D., J.D., is the Chair of the governing Board of California’s stem cell agency, the 
CIRM (CIRM). As Chair he is responsible for helping guide the funding decisions of the agency’s 29 mem-
ber Board, charged with distributing $3 billion to fund the development of stem cell therapies and cures 
for people in need.  
 

JT’s interest in science is a long-running one. He majored in Biology and History at Yale. As a George C. 
Marshall Scholar at Oxford, he then earned a PhD with a medical focus in Commonwealth History before 
returning to Yale Law School.  
 

His career has spanned finance, the law and politics. Before joining CIRM he was a Co-Founding Partner 
at Saybrook, an investment banking and private equity firm based in Santa Monica, California. His legal 
experience includes clerking for White House Counsel Lloyd Cutler in the last year of the Carter Admin-
istration. He has also served on a number of Boards working closely with political officials at the federal, 
state and local level on a variety of projects for over 25 years 
 

JT also has a long-standing commitment to patient advocacy, serving more than 15 years on the Board 
AbilityFirst, which assists children with spinal cord injuries and mental disabilities that could be targets 
of stem cell therapies.  

Irving L. Weissman, M.D., is the Director of the Stanford Institute for Stem Cell Biology and Regenerative 
Medicine and Director of the Stanford Ludwig Center for Cancer Stem Cell Research . He was a member 
of the founding Scientific Advisory Boards of Amgen, DNAX, and T-Cell Sciences . He co-founded, was a 
Director, and chaired the Scientific Advisory Board at SyStemix, StemCells , and Cellerant.  

His research encompasses the biology and evolution of stem cells and progenitor cells, mainly blood-
forming and brain-forming. He is also engaged in isolating and characterizing the rare cancer and leuke-
mia stem cells as the only dangerous cells in these malignancies, especially with human cancers. He dis-
covered that all cancer stem cells express CD47, the ‘don’t eat me’ signal, to overcome prophagocytic sig-
nals that arise during cancer development, and has shown that blocking antibodies to CD47 have thera-
peutic potential for all tested human cancers. Finally, he has a long-term research interest in the phyloge-
ny and developmental biology of the cells that make up the blood-forming and immune systems. His la-
boratory was first to identify and isolate the blood-forming stem cell from mice, and has purified each 
progenitor in the stages of development between the stem cells and mature. At SyStemix he co-discovered 
the human hematopoetic stem cell and at StemCells, he co-discovered a human central nervous system 
stem cell. In addition, the Weissman laboratory has pioneered the study of the genes and proteins in-
volved in cell adhesion events required for lymphocyte homing to lymphoid organs in vivo, either as a 
normal function or as events involved in malignant leukemic metastases. 

He is a member of the National Academy of Sciences, the Institute of Medicine at the National Academy, 
and the American Association of Arts and Sciences. He has received many awards, including the Kaiser 
Award for Excellence in Preclinical Teaching, the Pasarow Award in Cancer Research, the California Sci-
entist of the Year, the De Villiers International Achievement Award of the Leukemia Society of America, 
the Robert Koch Award, the Rosenstiel Award, The max Delbruck Medal,and the Jessie Stevenson Ko-
valenko Award of the National Academy of Sciences. He is also the 2004 New York Academy of Medicine 
Award for distinguished contributions to biomedical research, and has several honorary doctorates. 

Jonathan 
Thomas  

Chair,  

Governing Board, CIRM  

Irving 
Weissman 

Director,  
Stanford Institute for 
Stem Cell Biology and 

Regenerative Medicine; 
Director, Stanford Ludwig 

Center for Cancer Stem 
Cell Research; 
Co-Founder,   

Forty Seven Inc. 

Cynthia Bamdad 
Founder & CEO, Minerva  

Biotechnologies 

Dr. Bamdad was a pioneer in the field of biochips. She holds a B.S. in Physics and a Ph.D. in Biophysics 
from Harvard. While a Ph.D. student at Harvard, Dr. Bamdad invented the first electronic DNA chip 
and the first universal protein chip. Intellectual property surrounding these inventions and extensions 
thereof, also developed by Bamdad, formed the cornerstone of a California startup company, which was 
sold within two years to Motorola for $300 million.  Dr. Bamdad is a recognized leader in the field of 
nanotechnology, having invented the first method to form biochip surfaces on nanoparticles and 
methods to use those particles in biomedical testing and drug discovery. 
 
Dr. Bamdad served on the Board of Directors of Pharmacyclics (PCYC), an anti-cancer drug company, 
during their turn-around, going from a valuation of $15M to a recent acquisition by Abbvie for $21B. 
Dr. Bamdad is the sole or co inventor inventor of over 100 patent applications in the US and foreign for 
novel technologies, stem cell technologies and cancer therapeutics and diagnostics. 
 
Dr. Bamdad has been the Principal Investigator on grants and contracts from the National Cancer 
Institute, National Institute for Mental Health, National Science Foundation, The Huntington 
Foundation, National Institute of General Medicine, the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency 
(DARPA), and the Advanced Technology Program (ATP). 



23 

 

Arlene Chiu 
Director, Office of New 

Research Initiatives, 
Backman  

Research Institute,  
City of Hope 

After graduate school at Caltech and post-doctoral training at Washington University and Caltech, Dr. 
Chiu joined City of Hope as the first woman recruited to the faculty in the Division of Neurosciences. 
Her research, on diseases afflicting motor neurons and on the role of the extracellular matrix in syn-
apse formation, was supported by the National Science Foundation, the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) and foundations such as ALSA, the March of Dimes and the Christopher and Dana Reeve Foun-
dation. In 1998 she joined the NIH serving as program director for Spinal Cord Injury and establishing 
the first program for Stem Cell Research at the National Institute for Neurological Disorders and 
Stroke. She was one of the founding members of the NIH Stem Cell Task Force and initiated and co-
chaired a monthly meeting between NIH and the Office of Cellular, Tissue and Gene Therapies of the 
Food and Drug Administration. Later she joined the National Institute for Biomedical Imaging and 
Bioengineering as associate director overseeing the Office of Research Administration. In 2004, she 
received the NIH Director’s Award for her contributions to the development of stem cell research. In 
2005, Dr. Chiu was recruited by the CIRM, the state’s stem cell agency as Director of Scientific Activi-
ties and later served as Interim Chief Scientific Officer. As one of the founding members of this new 
agency, Dr. Chiu played a key role in the organization and execution of the review process, in develop-
ing grants administration policy and procedures, and in the formation of a comprehensive, 10 year 
Strategic Plan. She returned to the City of Hope in 2008 as director of the Office of New Research Initi-
atives, and Professor-in-residence in the Beckman Research Institute where she fosters new research 
and partnerships to bring cell-based therapies to the clinic. She currently serves on several advisory 
boards and has played a pivotal role in helping Peking University establish its first Embryonic Stem 
Cell Oversight Committee. Dr. Chiu continues to be a strong mentor to young scientists, especially 
women, and a keen supporter of responsible conduct in research. 

Andrew May 
Chief Scientific Officer, 

Caribou Biosciences 

Andy leads the research and development team at Caribou Biosciences and has a background 
developing technologies and bringing innovative products from concept to commercialization. He is a 
co-founder of Intellia Therapeutics and before joining Caribou, Andy led development teams in 
sequencing, single-cell genomics and structural proteomics at Fluidigm Corporation. His group 
pioneered efforts in single-cell RNA-seq, high-throughput HLA typing and analysis of cell-free DNA to 
track tumor progression. Previously, he held scientific and leadership positions at Thios 
Pharmaceuticals and Signature Biosciences and was a Wellcome Trust International Postdoctoral 
Fellow at Stanford University. Andy is an inventor on many patents and patent applications and has 
authored articles in leading journals describing developments in structural biology, microfluidics, 
clinical sequencing, single-cell genomics and CRISPR technologies. He received a B.A. in Chemistry 
and a D.Phil. in Molecular Biophysics, both from the University of Oxford.  

Winston Kung 
Vice President of Business 

development & Global 
Alliances,  

Celgene Corporation 

Mr. Kung is the Vice President of Business Development and Global Alliances at Celgene Corporation. 
He previously served as the Chief Business Officer at Celgene Cellular Therapeutics, a subsidiary of 
Celgene Corporation, from April 2013 to February 2015. Prior to joining Celgene Cellular 
Therapeutics, Mr. Kung was a director in Citigroup’s Global Healthcare Corporate and Investment 
Banking division, where he focused on biotech and pharmaceutical companies, from June 2010 to 
April 2013. He also worked as a Vice President in the Global Mergers and Acquisitions Group at 
Barclays (formerly Lehman Brothers) from May 2007 through June 2010. Prior to his career in 
investment banking, Mr. Kung worked on the business and corporate development teams at both 
Amgen and Genentech. He holds a B.A. in biology from Brown University and an M.B.A. from 
Harvard Business School.  
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Dr Anthony Davies spent the last two decades working the biotech industry, mostly in California 
and mostly in the fields of cell therapy, gene therapy and regenerative medicine.  Last year Dr 
Davies incorporated Dark Horse Consulting, Inc. which seeks to serve these and related fields.  The 
practice primarily focus on process, analytical and manufacturing issues, but frequently solve 
problems in allied areas such as project/program management, quality systems, regulatory affairs, 
drug distribution and contractor oversight.  Dark Horse also has deep expertise in 'classical' 
monoclonal antibody development and more complex biologicals such as radio-labelled and 
otherwise conjugated products. 

Anthony Davies 
Executive Chairman, 

Dark Horse Consulting 

Amy DuRoss  
Managing Director,  

GE Ventures 

Amy DuRoss focuses on healthcare new business creation for GE Ventures/healthymagination. In 
addition to venture investments, she is driving growth strategy for new business creation portfolio 
companies as well as scoping and seeding independent business opportunities. She was Chief 
Business Officer at Navigenics, a genomics company sold to Life Technologies in 2012. She was the 
co-founder and Executive Director of Proposition 71, California's $3B stem cell research initiative 
passed in 2004, as well as Chief of Staff at the resulting state grant oversight agency. Earlier in her 
career, she was an early employee at E-Loan, Inc., the first online consumer mortgage company, with 
that company through its IPO. She also worked for the World Bank Group to scale and deliver 
leapfrog technologies to developing economies. She holds an MBA and MA/BA in English from 
Stanford University. She was also a Coro Fellow and an Aspen Institute Socrates Fellow. 

Masayo Yumoto 
Group Leader, Regenerative 

Medicine Research &  
Planning Division, Rohto  
Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. 

Keiya Ozawa received his M.D. from University of Tokyo in 1977 and his Ph.D. from University of 
Tokyo in 1984. He studied at the Clinical Hematology Branch, NHLBI, NIH, USA as a Fogarty Fellow 
(1985-87). He became Assistant Professor (1987~) and then Associate Professor (1990~) of The Insti-
tute of Medical Science, The University of Tokyo (IMSUT). In 1994 he became Professor of the Insti-
tute of Hematology, Jichi Medical School. He was Professor and Chairman of the Division of Hema-
tology, Department of Medicine (1998-2014) and Professor of the Division of Genetic Therapeutics, 
Center for Molecular Medicine (1998-2014). He was Director of Center for Molecular Medicine, Jichi 
Medical University (2008-14). He was also Professor of the Division of Immuno-Gene & Cell Therapy 
(Takara Bio), Jichi Medical University (2011-14). In 2014 he became Director of IMSUT Hospital and 
Professor of the Division of Genetic Therapeutics, The Advanced Clinical Research Center, IMSUT. 
He is also Director of Center for Gene & Cell Therapy (CGCT) at the IMSUT. He continues to work at 
Jichi Medical University as Visiting Professor. His major research fields are hematology and gene & 
cell therapy. 

Keiya Ozawa 
Professor, Division of Genet-

ic Therapeutics, Advanced 
Clinical Research Center,  

 Institute of Medical Science, 
University of Tokyo 

Dr. Masayo Yumoto, team leader of Regenerative Medicine Research & Planning Division, Rohto 
Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd., has been holding a leadership role in the joint research lab at the Institute 
of Medical Sciences, University of Tokyo, to develop next generation cell therapy method using 
human mesenchymal stem cells. Prior to her current role, she led a basic research group for skin care 
products focusing on the proliferative and migratory ability of the somatic stem cells. Through the 
screening of numerous natural ingredients, her team have found several ingredients for the skin 
rejuvenation and launched skincare products with a concept of stem cell activation. 
 

Dr. Yumoto received her B.S (1999) and Ph.D. (2005) from the University of Tokyo, where she 
revealed a novel role of Sall4, a Zinc-finger transcriptional factor, in the maintenance of mouse ES 
cell pluripotency and organ development. After completed her Ph.D. study, she joined Dr. Rik 
Derynck’s lab at the University of California San Francisco, as a postdoctoral researcher to explore 
the mechanisms of TGF-b signaling for the maintenance of human ES/iPS cell pluripotency. She 
found out the distinctive roles of the downstream effectors of TGF-b signaling, Smad2 and Smad3, 
there and proposed a fine-tuning mechanism between the pluripotent and the differentiated states. 
She also won the research grant from the Program for Breakthrough Biomedical Research (PBBR) for 
the collaborative project with Dr. Zev Gartner in 2011, for elucidating the interaction between niche 
cells and pluripotent cells within a human ES cell colony. 
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Dr. Thomas Fellner is the Global Business Head for Cell Therapy at Lonza, Inc.  Lonza is a Swiss 
company with a strong focus on process development and contract manufacturing of therapeutic 
materials including small molecules, biologics and cells. In his current role Dr. Fellner has the global 
business responsibility for Lonza’s Cell Therapy setup including US, Singapore and Japan. Prior to his 
current role, he was the Director of Business Development for Cell Therapy developing and executing 
business and sales strategies for Lonza’s Cell Therapy Business to ensure market leadership and 
expansion into new markets.  Dr. Fellner was also an integral part of establishing Lonza’s pluripotent 
stem cell platform and leading a program to develop technologies that enable the manufacture of the 
world’s first clinical-grade induced pluripotent stem cell line.  Dr. Fellner holds a Ph.D. degree from 
the University of Vienna, Austria and a M.B.A degree in Entrepreneurship from the University of 
California in San Diego. 

Geoffrey Lomax  
Senior Officer, 
CIRM Strategic 
Infrastructure  

Dr. Geoffrey Lomax is the Senior Officer for CIRM’s Strategic Infrastructure Program.  

The CIRM Infrastructure Program develops strategic assets to accelerated the delivery of therapies to 
patients with unmet medical needs. In this role, Dr. Lomax coordinates the implementation of the 
CIRM Alpha Clinics Network and CIRM Stem Cell Center. The Alpha Clinics are top California 
medical centers that deliver high-quality stem cell clinical trials. The Stem Cell Center is a CRO based 
in California with a dedicated focus on cell therapies. The Center provides strategic planning, 
regulatory, clinical operations and data management services to clinical trial sponsors. Dr. Lomax 
also facilitates the development of CIRM’s Medical and Ethical Standards. 

Thomas Fellner 
Global Business Head for 

Cell Therapy, Lonza 

Miki Ando is a certified hematologist with over sixteen years of experience in research and patient 
care. She started her research focusing on improving treatment of NK cell neoplasms and obtained a 
Ph.D. in 2005. From 2011, she joined the Center for Cell and Gene Therapy at Baylor College of 
Medicine working with Dr. Malcolm K. Brenner as a postdoctoral fellow, and her work focused on an 
inducible caspase9 (iC9) delivery-system for lung cancer treatment. After she returned to Japan, she 
worked at Dr. Nakauchi’s laboratory at The Institute of Medical Science, The University of Tokyo. She 
obtained a Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) Fellowship in 2015, and she continues 
her research on iC9, using it as a safeguard system for iPSC-derived T cell therapy. She has 
demonstrated in vivo efficacy and safety of iPSC-derived Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) specific cytotoxic T
-lymphocytes (CTLs) against EBV-induced tumors, and her research now focuses on application of 
this novel immunotherapy in clinical use. Since April 2016, she is an associate professor of the 
Department of Transfusion Medicine and Stem Cell Regulation at Juntendo University School of 
Medicine. 

Miki Ando 
Associate Professor, 
Juntendo University 
School of Medicine 

Hiromitsu 
Nakauchi 

Professor, 
Stanford University  

Hiro Nakauchi obtained a M.D. from Yokohama City University School of Medicine and a Ph.D. in 
immunology from University of Tokyo Graduate School of Medicine. He isolated CD8 genes during 
his post-doc period at the Laboratory of late Prof. Leonard Herzenberg at Stanford University. After 
returning to Japan, he started working on hematopoietic stem cells in his laboratory at RIKEN. In 
1994, he became Professor of Immunology at the University of Tsukuba where he demonstrated that a 
single hematopoietic stem cell could reconstitute the entire hematopoietic system, a definitive 
experimental proof for the “stemness”.  Since April 2002, he has been a Professor of Stem Cell 
Therapy in the Institute of Medical Science at The University of Tokyo (IMSUT). In 2008, he was 
appointed Director of newly established Center for Stem Cell Biology and Regenerative Medicine at 
IMSUT. In February 2014, he returned to Stanford University as a faculty to continue his stem cell 
research at the Institute of Stem Cell Biology and Regenerative Medicine. Goals of his work are to 
translate discoveries in basic research into practical medical applications. 
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Matthias Steger is CEO of Endogena Therapeutics Inc., a new biotech company focusing on the discovery 
and development of endogenous regenerative medicines. Prior to Endogena, he worked 18 years in the field 
of drug discovery, most recently as Global Head of Research & Technology Partnering, at Roche, setting up 
and managing > 50 collaborations and acquisitions for novel drug modalities, new drug discovery 
technologies, as well as enabling technologies, such as translational models, biomarkers, and drug delivery/
formulation. Matthias has also lead and implemented various corporate strategies exploring novel drug 
discovery approaches, and as such has initiated and built up Roche’s stem cell research. In addition, 
Matthias worked as an independent consultant for various biotech companies, academic institutes and 
venture capital firms, exploring novel drug discovery – and partnering / investment strategies. He also has 
prior entrepreneurial experience by building up a pioneering orphan GPCR drug discovery company, which 
lead to a successful acquisition.  Matthias started his career in research, as a medicinal chemist at Roche, 
exploring novel platforms and drug design approaches, as well as traditional drug discovery programs. He 
also gained a financial perspective of the industry as an investment banking analyst at Kepler Equities. He 
served as an executive board member of the Alliance for Regenerative Medicine (ARM), as well as the chair 
of the industry committee of the International Society of Stem Cell Research (ISSCR). Matthias has a 
Diploma in Organic Chemistry (University of Zürich, Switzerland), and a PhD in Medicinal Chemistry from 
the University of Sussex, UK, as well as an MBA from HSG (St. Gallen, Switzerland). 

Takanori Takebe graduated from the Yokohama City University School of Medicine in 2011, after spells as 
a researcher at the Scripps Research Institute Department of Chemistry (US) in 2009 and as an intern at 
the Columbia University Department of Transplantation Surgery (US) in 2010. The same year, he became 
a Research Associate at Yokohama City University. Within three years, he had published a number of 
exceptional pioneering works in the field of organ generation from iPS cells, proposing a new transplant 
approach to combat intractable organ failure – stem cell-derived organ bud transplantation therapy. 
Concurrently, he held a joint appointment as a researcher at Mirai Design Lab sponsored by Dentsu to 
establish a new field, termed ‘Advertising Medicine,’ to study the role of communication in the next-
generation healthcare system. He has successfully administered more than six nationally funded projects 
as PI. His recent appointment as Associate Professor at age 26 made him one of the youngest faculty 
members ever in Japan. His areas of expertise are Regenerative Medicine and Advertising Medicine.  

Misti Ushio is CEO of TARA Biosystems.  Prior to TARA Biosystems, she was Chief Strategy Officer and 
Managing Director of Harris & Harris Group, which she joined in 2007.  Prior to joining Harris & Harris 
Group, she worked for Merck & Co. for over 10 years in the BioProcess Research & Development group, 
which focused on vaccines and biologics development.   She also worked as a Technology Licensing 
Officer at Columbia University. She currently serves or has served on the boards of Accelerator-NYC, 
AgBiome, Enumeral Biomedical, Lodo Therapeutics, Petra Pharma, OpGen, Senova Systems and 
SynGlyco.  Her past investments include BioVex (acquired by Amgen), TetraVitate (acquired by 
Eastman) and Ancora Pharmaceuticals (acquired by Corden Pharma). She serves on the Executive 
Oversight Committee for the Columbia University Coulter Foundation Grant, the Executive Committee 
for the American Heart Association’s Health Sciences Innovation Investment Forum, the Executive 
Board for the NYC Venture Fund, and review committee the Robertson Fund at Rockefeller University. 
She was graduated from Johns Hopkins University (B.S., Chemical Engineering), Lehigh University 
(M.S., Chemical Engineering) and University College London (Ph.D., Biochemical Engineering). 

Masayo Takahashi M.D., Ph.D. is Project Leader of the Laboratory for Retinal Regeneration Research 
at RIKEN. She received her M.D. from Kyoto University in 1986, and her Ph.D. in Medicine at the same 
institution in 1992. After serving as an assistant professor in the Department of Ophthalmology, Kyoto 
University Hospital, she moved to the Salk Institute in 1995, where she first learned of the potential of 
stem cells as a tool for retinal therapy. She returned to the same hospital in 1997, and since 2001 has 
served as an associate professor at the Translational Research Center. She joined RIKEN as a team 
leader of the retinal regeneration research team in 2006. Her team started Pilot clinical study of 
autologous iPS cell-derived RPE cell sheets for exudative aged-related macular degeneration (AMD) in 
2013. The first RPE cell sheet graft transplanted in Sep. 2014. Her clinical specialty is retinal disease—
macular diseases and retinal hereditary diseases in particular. Her aim is to gain a better 
understanding of these diseases at a fundamental level and develop retinal regeneration therapies. Masayo 
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Yoshiki Sawa 
Dean and Professor,  

Osaka University  
Graduate School of 

Medicine 

Dr. Yoshiki Sawa is Professor in the Department of Cardiovascular Surgery, Osaka University Graduate 
School of Medicine. He earned a medical degree from Osaka University Faculty of Medicine in 1980 
and joined the First Department of Surgery, Osaka University School of Medicine. In 1989 he pursued 
further education in both the departments of cardiovascular physiology and cardiac surgery at the Max-
Planck Institute in Germany. 
 
After returning to Japan, he became an assistant surgeon in the First Department of Surgery, Osaka 
University School of Medicine. He also served as a senior member of the medical staff and then a 
lecturer before he became an assistant professor in 2002. In 2006, he became Professor and Dean of 
the Department of Cardiovascular Surgery at the Osaka University Graduate School of Medicine. He 
became Director of the Center for Advanced Medical Engineering and Informatics of Osaka University 
in 2010, Vice Chair of the Medical Innovation Promotion Office, Cabinet Secretariat in 2011, and 
Assistant Director of Osaka University Hospital and Director of the Medical Center for Translational 
Research in 2012.  
 

Dr. Osamu Honmou, M.D., Ph.D. is the chairman and Professor in the Department of Neural 
Regenerative Medicine at Sapporo Medical University School of Medicine in Japan. He received his 
M.D. from Sapporo Medical University in 1989 and obtained his Ph.D. in Medicine from the same 
institution in 1999. After completing his neurosurgical residency at Sapporo Medical University 
Hospital, he moved to New York University Medical Center in the U.S. in 1991, where he first studied 
basic neuroscience. He then moved to Yale University in 1992 and began working on projects in the 
field of neural regeneration. He has served as a Lecturer in Neurology at Yale University School of 
Medicine since 1995. He returned to Sapporo Medical University in 1995 as an Assistant Professor in 
the Department of Neurosurgery and launched a neuroscience and regeneration research laboratory. 
He conducted a pilot clinical study on autologous mesenchymal stem cells derived from bone marrow 
for stroke patients in 2006-2007. He became a Professor in the Department of Neural Repair and 
Therapeutics in 2008 and was appointed as the chairman of and Professor in the Department of Neural 
Regenerative Medicine at Sapporo Medical University in 2011. He is a board-certified neurosurgeon in 
Japan and also holds a Visiting Assistant Professorship in the Department of Neurology at Yale 
University School of Medicine. Currently, he is leading a team that is conducting a phase III, double-
blinded, placebo-controlled, randomized clinical trial in patients with stroke that started in 2013. He 
also launched a clinical trial of intravenous administration of autologous mesenchymal stem cells in 
patients with spinal cord injury at Sapporo Medical University in 2013. His professional specialties are 
central nervous system diseases and his main research objectives are to pursue a better understanding 
of these diseases at a fundamental level and to develop regenerative therapies with innovative 
approaches. 

Dr. Linda Marbán, Co-founded Capricor Inc. in 2005 and has served as Chief Executive Officer since 
2010. She combines her background in research with her business experience to lead Capricor and 
create a path to commercialization for its novel stem-cell cardiac therapies. Dr. Marbán was the lead 
negotiator in procuring the license agreements that are the foundation of Capricor’s intellectual 
property portfolio. Under her direction, Capricor secured approximately $27.0 million in nondilutive 
grants and a loan award which funds Capricor’s R & D programs and clinical trials involving its CAP-
1002 products. Her deep knowledge of the cardiac space allows her to provide unique direction for the 
company’s development and growth. From 2003-2009, Dr. Marbán was with Excigen Inc. where she 
was responsible for business development, operations, pre-clinical research, and supervising the 
development of gene therapy products in a joint development agreement with Genzyme Corp. She also 
negotiated a joint development and sublicense agreement with Medtronic Corp. utilizing Exigen’s 
technology and supervised the building of a lab in which the work was to be performed. Dr. Marbán 
began her Ph.D career at the Cleveland Clinic Foundation working on the biophysical properties of 
cardiac muscle. She continued her work in a postdoctoral fellowship at John Hopkins University, or 
JHU. Dr. Marbán advanced to the rank of Research Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Pediatrics, where she focused on the mechanism of contractile dysfunction in heart failure. Her tenure 
at JHU ran from 2000 to 2003. Dr. Márban earned a Ph.D from Case West Reserve University in 

cardiac physiology. 
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Professor Shinya Yamanaka is most recognized for his discovery of induced pluripotent stem cells 
(iPSC), which are differentiated cells that have been reprogrammed to the pluripotent state. He is 
Director of the Center for iPS Cell Research and Application (CiRA), which was founded in 2008 in 
response to his discovery at Kyoto University, and Senior Investigator at the Gladstone Institutes.    

Since his breakthrough finding, he has been the recipient of many prestigious awards including the 
Albert Lasker Basic Medical Research Award, the 100th Imperial Prize and Japan Academy Prize, 
and the Wolf Prize in Medicine. The significance of iPSC was culminated with Dr. Yamanaka being 
awarded the Nobel Prize in 2012.   

Professor Yamanaka also serves as a foreign associate of the NAS, an international member of the 
NAM, fellow of the AACR, and member of EMBO, Pontifical Academy of Sciences, and the Japan 
Academy. 

Susan L. Solomon is Founder and CEO of The New York Stem Cell Foundation (NYSCF) Research 
Institute, the world’s leading non-profit research institute dedicated to translating cutting-edge stem 
cell research into clinical breakthroughs. Privately funded, NYSCF is unconstrained and therefore 
unique in its ability to expedite the most promising stem cell research both at its own independent 
laboratory employing 45 full-time scientists and through its collaborations with more than 50 aca-
demic, philanthropic, and corporate institutions around the globe. In addition, NYSCF has built a 
community of over 140 leading stem cell scientists internationally. From a standing start in 2005, 
NYSCF has raised and invested more than $160 million in “tipping point” stem cell research, acceler-
ating progress in finding treatments and cures for diabetes, ALS, multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s, 
Alzheimer’s, heart disease, cancer, schizophrenia, bone injury, and macular degeneration, among 
other diseases.       

A veteran healthcare advocate, she serves on the boards of a number of prominent diabetes and re-
generative medicine organizations including the College Diabetes Network and the Global Alliance 
for IPSC Therapies. She also serves on the Board of Directors of the Regional Plan Association. She 
has received numerous awards for her work with NYSCF, including the New York State Women of 
Excellence Award from the Governor of New York, the Triumph Award from the Brooke Ellison 
Foundation, and recognition as a Living Landmark from the New York Landmarks Conservancy.        

A lawyer by training and a chief executive and entrepreneur by experience, she has decades of lead-
ership experience in starting and building effective and focused organizations. Ms. Solomon started 
her career as an attorney at Debevoise & Plimpton, then held executive positions at MacAndrews and 
Forbes and APAX. She was the founder and President of Sony Worldwide Networks, the Chairman 
and CEO of Lancit Media Productions, an Emmy award-winning television production company, and 
then served as the founding CEO of Sothebys.com, prior to starting her own strategic management 
consulting firm Solomon Partners in 2000. She received her BA cum laude from New York Universi-
ty and her JD from Rutgers University School of Law, where she was as an editor of the Law Review. 

Susan Solomon  
Founder & CEO,  

The New York Stem 
Cell Foundation 

Franklin “Pitch” Johnson graduated from Palo Alto High School in 1946, received a B.S. in 
Mechanical Engineering from Stanford in 1950, and an M.B.A. from Harvard in 1952. He served as a 
maintenance officer in the U.S. Air Force from 1952 to 1954, and was an open hearth production 
executive for Inland Steel Company from 1954 to 1962. 
 
Mr. Johnson was co-founder in 1962 of Draper and Johnson Investment Company, and became an 
independent venture capitalist in 1965 as the founder of Asset Management Company. Mr. Johnson 
has been a director of several public companies, and was a director of Amgen until July 2006. He is 
a past director of the National Venture Capital Association, a past president of the Western 
Association of Venture Capitalists, and was an elected trustee of the Foothill-De Anza Community 
College District for 12 years. He developed and taught a course in entrepreneurship and venture 
capital at Stanford Business School from 1979 to 1990, and was a founding member of the SIEPR 
advisory board in 1982. 
 
Mr. Johnson received the Lifetime Achievement Award from the National Association of Venture 
Capitalists. In September 2005, Mr. Johnson was inducted into the Dow Jones Private Equity Hall 
of Fame and, in June 2006, the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars of the 
Smithsonian Institution presented Mr. Johnson the Woodrow Wilson Award for Corporate 
Citizenship. In 2009, Mr. Johnson received the Gold Spike award from the Stanford Associates. 

Shinya Yamanaka 
Nobel Laureate, Director &  
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Research and Application,  
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Johnson 
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Daniel Kraft is a Stanford and Harvard trained physician-scientist, inventor and entrepreneur. 
Dr. Kraft has over 25 years of experience in clinical practice, biomedical research and healthcare inno-
vation. He is the Faculty Chair for Medicine & Neuroscience for Singularity University and is the 
Founder & Chair of Exponential Medicine, a program which explores convergent, exponentially devel-
oping technologies and their potential in biomedicine and healthcare. His various TEDTalks have over 
1 Million Views. He was recently named a member of the inaugural class of the Aspen Institute’s 
Healthcare Innovator Fellows. 
 

Following undergraduate degrees at Brown University and medical school at Stanford, Dr. Kraft was 
board certified in the Harvard combined Internal Medicine and Pediatrics residency program at the 
Massachusetts General Hospital and Boston Children’s Hospital. He went on to complete Stanford 
fellowships in hematology/oncology & bone marrow transplantation, and extensive research in stem 
cell biology and regenerative medicine.  He has multiple scientific publications (Nature and Science) 
and medical device, immunology and stem cell related patents through faculty positions with Stanford 
University School of Medicine and as clinical faculty for the pediatric bone marrow transplantation 
service at University of California San Francisco. 
 

Dr. Kraft is the inventor of the MarrowMiner, an FDA approved device for the minimally invasive har-
vest of bone marrow, and founded RegenMed Systems, a company developing technologies to enable 
adult stem cell based regenerative therapies. He serves as an advisor to the X-Prize, Nokia, Qualcomm 
Life, and a variety of healthcare startups. 
 

Daniel is an avid pilot and has served in the Massachusetts and California Air National Guard as an 
officer and flight surgeon with an F-16 fighter Squadron. He has conducted research on aerospace 
medicine published with NASA, and was a finalist for astronaut selection. 
 

Daniel Kraft 
Faculty Chairman for 

Medicine & Neuroscience, 
Singularity University; 
Founder & Chairman, 
Exponential Medicine  

Ambassador George Hara 
Chairman of the Board, Alliance Forum Foundation 
Group Chairman & CEO, DEFTA PARTNERS 
Special Advisor to the Cabinet Office of the Prime Minister of Japan 
Professor of Medicine, Graduate School of Medicine (by courtesy), Osaka University 
International Council Member, Salk Institute for Biological Studies 
 
George became interested in medicine and Africa after reading a biography of Dr. Albert Schweitzer. 
While giving up being a physician when having to dissect a frog, George’s interest towards Africa grew 
keener. Later in life he was appointed Intergovernmental Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten-
tiary to the UN. Today, George continues to be engaged in initiatives that attempt to improve nutrition 
and to reduce and eradicate the stunting resulting from malnutrition in Africa. 
 
After moving to the US to attend Stanford University, George’s encounter in 1979 with a banker and a 
scientist who founded Genentech led him to later study by the guidance of Nobel laureate Dr. Arthur 
Kornberg. In 1981, George founded a fiber optics display system venture while he was a student at Stan-
ford University. He then founded venture capital firm DEFTA Partners, under which he funded and led 
many early-stage technology companies in the US, Europe and Israel to success, including the first gene 
therapy company Viagene, the first antisense therapy company Isis Pharmaceuticals, and the first bio-
informatics company Arris Pharmaceuticals. George is now a board director of a Boston-based startup 
developing the world’s largest biorepository of blood and in the future, iPSCs. 
 
George’s public service record includes board directors of San Francisco University, Zoo, and Opera 
where he helped revitalize these organizations, and advisors to heads of states, governments, and inter-
national organizations. George also serves as Special Advisor to the Cabinet Office of the Prime Minis-
ter of Japan, Global Agenda and Meta Council Member of the World Economic Forum, and Chairman 
of the Alliance Forum Foundation, a 501(c)3 organization in a Special Consultative Status with the UN 
ECOSOC that conducts many initiatives in the areas of anti-malnutrition, microfinance, new industry 
creation, and Public Interest Capitalism. In Yokohama, Japan, George established the Hara Model Rail-
way Museum, which he dedicates to his late father Nobutaro whose lifelong hobby was to build and 
collect models of trains in the world. 
 
In the Japanese government, George has held roles of Senior Advisor to the Minister of Finance from 
2005 to 2009, Deputy Chairman of the Expert Panel of the Council on Economic and Fiscal Policy, the 
Prime Minister’s Special Commissioner on the Government Tax Panel, a Member of the Industrial 
Structure Council of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, and a Member of the ICT council of 
the Minister for Internal Affairs and Communications. Under his vision of Public Interest Capitalism 
and through these roles, George works to build a framework to commercialize and industrialize new 
technologies and to rebuild the country’s fiscal health while reducing the tax rates and increasing tax 
revenues at the same time.  

George Hara 
Ambassador;  

Chairman, Alliance  
Forum Foundation & 

DEFTA Partners 

http://exponentialmedicine.com/
http://new.ted.com/speakers/daniel_kraft
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Master of Ceremonies 

Kevin McCormack is the communications director at CIRM, the state’s stem cell agency.  

He considers himself to be the official translator for the agency, working to turn complex language 
about equally complex science into everyday English that anyone can understand.  

Before joining the agency he spent more than 20 years working as a journalist, most of that in TV 
news here in San Francisco. 

 

Kevin McCormack 
Senior Director of Public Com-
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