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Greetings 

 

 

Greetings from George Hara 

 Chairman of the Board, Alliance Forum Foundation 

  

The Alliance Forum Foundation began holding its annual World Alliance Forum in the 1990s with a 
goal to nurture emerging technologies in the fields of IT and healthcare. Since then, this cross-
industry, cross-border, and cross-sector Forum has continued to be a catalyst for many new 
alliances - among businesses, research institutions, governments, and local and international 
organizations - that enable the commercialization and industrialization of innovative technologies.  
  

Since 2013, the World Alliance Forum in San Francisco has focused on breakthroughs in areas such 
as stem-cell and gene-editing technology, cancer immunotherapy, and healthcare IT/IoT. Through 
this unique Forum where such technologies move closer to patients and their families, the Alliance 
Forum Foundation hopes to contribute to the extension of people’s healthspan and to take part in 
the making of a future in which every person stays healthy until the last moment. 

 
Finally, I thank all the speakers and panelists who are coming together to make the 2017 World 
Alliance Forum in San Francisco “Healthcare Game Changers” a valuable and impactful program of 
shared expertise and dialogue. I also want to recognize the enormous generosity of our sponsors 
who make this Forum possible every year. 

 

   

  

  

Ambassador George Hara 

Chairman of the Board,  

Alliance Forum Foundation  

   (Organization in Special Consultative Status with the UN ECOSOC) 

Special Advisor to the Cabinet Office of the Prime Minister of Japan 

Organization in Special Consultative Status 

with the UN Economic and Social Council 
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Greetings from the Consul General of Japan 

Consul General of Japan in San Francisco 

 

Congratulations to the World Alliance Forum on hosting its 5th annual event in San 

Francisco! Each year, the World Alliance Forum gathers experts from around the globe to 

seize the opportunity to share and collaborate with one another. The theme for this year, 

"Healthcare Game Changers," will surely help pave a new path in the era of aging 

populations and chronic diseases. 

 

As we close out 2017, the Government of Japan is proud of the efforts we have made through 

Prime Minster Abe’s leadership. By 2020, our goal is to adopt flexible regulatory framework 

to make Japan the central hub for regenerative medicine and grow the market to 26 trillion 

yen. We enacted laws in 2014 that revised the Pharmaceutical Affairs Law to optimize the 

adaptive licensing approval system to bring regenerative medicines to market quicker. And 

in 2017, laws were passed to facilitate the process for aggregating personal medical records 

and analyzing them anonymously to advance medical research. Lastly, in order to create a 

global hub for regenerative medicine and promote market entries from overseas, we are 

focusing on making National Strategic Special Zones into hubs for cardiac, neurologic and 

ophthalmic treatments. 

 

I commend the efforts of the World Alliance Forum for its direct contributions to the 

Japanese government’s national goals and to the advancement of new technologies in 

regenerative medicine, gene therapy, cancer immunotherapy, and digital health. It is my 

sincere hope that new fruitful connections will be made throughout the next few days, and 

further contribute to US-Japan collaborations in the field of advanced 

healthcare technologies.  

 

 

 

Consul General Jun Yamada 

Consul General of Japan in San Francisco 

Greetings 
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Title:  Healthcare Game Changers 
   
Date & Time: Wednesday, November 29, 2017  9 am – 5:10 pm    (Reception: 5:10 pm – 6:30 pm) 
 Thursday,  November 30, 2017  9 am – 5 pm    (Reception: 5 pm – 6:30 pm) 
 
Location: Golden Gate Club (135 Fisher Loop, San Francisco, CA 94129, USA) 
  
Organizers:  Alliance Forum Foundation (Organization in Special Consultative Status with the UN ECOSOC) 
 Government of Japan 
 
Platinum DEFTA Partners 
Sponsors: Mitsui Fudosan Co., Ltd.  
 MUFG Union Bank, N.A. 
 ROHTO Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. 
 Sumitomo Dainippon Pharma 
 Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited 
 
 
Gold Chugai Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. 
Sponsors: Daiichi Sankyo Company, Limited 
 Hitachi Chemical Co., Ltd. 
  
 
Bronze California Institute for Regenerative Medicine (CIRM) 
Sponsors: Lonza Group Ltd. 
 MS&AD Insurance Group Holdings, Inc. 
 SanBio, Inc. 
 SK Global Advisers Co., Ltd. 
 
 
In-Kind  AlphaGraphics      
Sponsors: Ms. Tomoko Tsuji (IKENOBO Flower Arrangement) 
 
 
 
Major Alliance for Regenerative Medicine (ARM) 
Supporting BioCentury 
Organizations: Centre for Commercialization of Regenerative Medicine (CCRM)  
 Forum for Innovative Regenerative Medicine (FIRM) 
 Hara Research Foundation (HRF) 
 International Society for Stem Cell Research (ISSCR) 
 Japan Bioindustry Association (JBA)  
 Japanese Society for Regenerative Medicine  (JSRM) 
 
 
Supporting Alliance Forum Foundation Executive Club 
Organizations: Japan Bio Community (JBC) 
 Japanese Chamber of Commerce of Northern California (JCCNC) 
 Japanese University Network of the Bay Area (JUNBA) 
 JETRO (Japan External Trade Organization) 
 New Energy and Industrial Technology Development Organization (NEDO) 
 US-Asia Technology Management Center at Stanford University (US-ATMC)   
 US-Japan MedTech Frontiers (USJMF) 
 
 

Event Summary 

2017 World Alliance Forum in San Francisco 

http://wafsf.org/wp-admin/post.php?post=2611&action=edit
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Program (Wednesday, November 29, 2017) (AM Session) 

    <Day 1> Wednesday, November 29, 2017 

9:00 - 9:05   MC:  Mr. Matt Gardner, Chief Executive, California Technology Council; Founding  

       Director, The Center for Science, Technology, and Society, William Jessup University 

9:05 - 9:10   Welcome Remarks 

       The Hon. Jun Yamada, Consul General, Consulate General of Japan in San Francisco 

9:10 - 9:30   Opening Keynote Remarks 

       Dr. Regis Kelly, Director, QB3 

9:30 - 10:20   Panel Discussion: Healthcare Shakeup - Solving Healthcare's Challenges 

       Moderator: Dr. Regis Kelly, Director, QB3  

       Dr. David J. Brailer, Managing Partner, Health Evolution 

       Dr. Warren Browner, CEO, California Pacific Medical Center 

       Ms. Meryl Comer, CEO & President, Geoffrey Beene Foundation Alzheimer’s Initiative; 

       Founding Partner, Global Alliance on Women's Brain Health 

       Dr. Eric Rasmussen, CEO, Infinitum Humanitarian Systems 

10:20 - 10:40   Coffee Break 

10:40 - 10:50   Company Presentation 1: Minerva Biotechnologies  

        Dr. Cynthia Bamdad, CEO, Minerva Biotechnologies 

10:50 - 11:00   Speech: Innovation in Japanese Regulation 

       Mr. Yoshihide Esaki, Deputy Director-General, Commerce & Service Industry Policy Group 

        Ministry of Economy, Trade & Industry 

11:00 - 11:50   Panel Discussion: Governments' Role in Innovation 

       Moderator:  Mr. Matt Gardner, Chief Executive, California Technology Council; Founding  

       Director, The Center for Science, Technology, and Society, William Jessup University 

       Dr. Elizabeth Baca, Senior Health Advisor, Governor's Office of Planning & Research 

       Mr. Yoshihide Esaki, Deputy Director-General, Commerce & Service Industry Policy Group 

       Ministry of Economy, Trade & Industry 

       Ms. Suzanne Munck, Chief Counsel for Intellectual Property  

       & Deputy Director of Office of Policy Planning, Federal Trade Commission 

       Mr. Michael Werner, Co-Founder & Executive Director, Alliance for Regenerative  

       Medicine; Partner, Holland & Knight LLP  

11:50 - 1:00   Lunch Break (Hawthorne & Cypress Room) 
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Program (Wednesday, November 29, 2017) (PM Session) 

1:00 - 1:50   Panel Discussion: Building an Innovation Ecosystem 

       Moderator: Dr. Barbara Nelsen, Founder, Nelsen Biomedical  

       Ms. Nicola Corzine, Executive Director, NASDAQ Entrepreneurial Center 

       Mr. Barry Didato, Senior Advisor, The Innovation Institute 

       Dr. Kevin V. Grimes, Co-Director of SPARK Program & 

       Associate Professor of Chemical and Systems Biology, Stanford University School of Medicine 

        Dr. Lesley Stolz, Head, JLABS California 

1:50 - 2:00   Company Presentation 2: Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Ltd. 

       Dr. Hiroto Bando, Senior Director, Global Head of Cell Manufacturing Strategy 

       & Head of Strategic Alliance, Regenerative Medicine Unit, 

        Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Ltd.  

2:00 - 2:50   Innovation Pipeline Session 

      Moderator: Dr. Kevin Whittlesey, Director, Program and Alliance Management,  

      4D Molecular Therapeutics  

      Mr. AJ Bergmann, VP of Finance, Capricor Therapeutics  

      Dr. Mike McConnell,  Head of Cardiovascular Health Innovations, Verily Life Sciences; 

     Professor of Cardiovascular Medicine, Stanford University (on partial leave) 

      Dr. Yoshiki Sawa, Professor, Osaka University Graduate School of Medicine  

      Dr. Haruo Sugiyama, Specially Appointed Professor, Osaka University Graduate School of  

     Medicine 

2:50 - 3:10   Coffee Break 

3:10 - 4:00   Panel Discussion: Innovation in Patient Care 

       Moderator: Dr. Ellen G. Feigal, Partner, NDA Partners LLC  

       Mr. Martin Carty, Co-Founder & CEO, Lifeguard Health Network  

       Mr. Dan Heller, CEO, Two Pore Guys 

4:00 - 4:50   Panel Discussion: The Future is (Almost) Here - New Treatment &  

     Prevention Paradigms 

       Moderator: Ms. Elona Baum, Managing Director, DEFTA Partners 

       Mr. David Kuraguntla, Co-Founder & CEO, GraftWorx, Inc. 

       Ms. Jeanette Mucha, CEO & Co-Founder, SciBac Inc. 

       Mr. Robin Smith, CEO, ORIG3N 

4:50 - 5:10   Keynote Remarks 

      Dr. Daniel Kraft, Faculty Chair for Medicine & Neuroscience, Singularity University; 

     Founder & Chair, Exponential Medicine 

5:10 - 6:30   Networking & Cocktail Reception (Hawthorne Room) 
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Program (Thursday, November 30, 2017) (AM Session) 

    <Day 2> Thursday, November 30, 2017       

9:00 - 9:05   MC:  Dr. Naureen Shaikh, Executive Director, Mobile Medical Team International;  

       CEO, Soluna Health Inc. 

9:05 - 9:10   Opening Remarks  

        Ms. Kyoko Watanabe, Director, Alliance Forum Foundation 

9:10 - 10:00   Panel Discussion: Funding Innovations 

       Moderator: Mr. Jonathan Norris, Managing Director of Healthcare Practice,   

     Silicon Valley Bank 

       Ms. Elona Baum, Managing Director, DEFTA Partners 

       Ms. Lindy M. Fishburne, Managing Partner, Breakout Ventures/Breakout Labs 

       Mr. Dan Galles, Partner, Providence Ventures  

       Mr. Karl Handelsman, Director, Investments, Roche Venture Fund 

       Dr. Jonathan Thomas, Chairman, Independent Citizens Oversight Committee, 

       California Institute for Regenerative Medicine (CIRM) 

10:00 - 10:20   Coffee Break 

10:20 - 10:30   Company Presentation 3: Ono Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. 

       Mr. Takao Yoshida, Senior Deputy Director, Oncology Research Laboratories, 

        Oncology R&D Center, Ono Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd.  

10:30 - 11:20   Panel Discussion: Cancer Moonshot 

       Moderator: Mr. Jim Sergi, Preisdent, CSSi LifeSciences 

       Mr. William J. Newell, CEO, Sutro Biopharma, Inc. 

       Dr. Robert E. Sobol, CEO, Multivir Inc.  

       Dr. Gregory Stein, President & CEO, Curtana Pharmaceuticals 

       Dr. Masaru Taniguchi, Senior Advisor & Group Director, RIKEN  

     Center for Integrative Medical Sciences 

11:20 - 12:10   Panel Discussion: Successful Drug Discovery & Development…  

     Increasing the Odds 

       Moderator: Dr. Thomas Novak, VP, Life Sciences Business Development, North America,  

     Cellular Dynamics International 

       Dr. Seigo Izumo, SVP & Global Head of Regenerative Medicine Unit,  

     Takeda Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. 

       Dr. Julia Kirshner, CEO, zPREDICTA, Inc.  

       Mr. Guido Lanza, CEO, Numerate Inc. 

       Dr. Matthias Steger, CEO, Endogena Therapeutics Inc.  

12:10 - 1:30   Lunch Break (Hawthorne & Cypress Room) 
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Program (Thursday, November 30, 2017) (PM Session) 

1:30 - 2:20   Panel Discussion: Innovations in Manufacturing 

       Moderator: Mr. Gregory A. Bonfiglio, Managing Partner, Proteus Venture Partners 

       Mr. David Backer, Head of Commercial Development, Gene Editing & Novel Modalities,  

       MilliporeSigma  

       Dr. Thomas Fellner, Head of Cell Therapy, Lonza 

       Mr. Brian Hanrahan, Manager, Invetech Inc. 

        Mr. Waichiro Katsuda, Co-Founder & CEO, ThinkCyte 

2:20 - 3:10   Panel Discussion: Precision Medicine - The Power of Data 

       Moderator: Dr. Uta Grieshammer, Scientific Program Director, California Initiative to 

       Advance Precision Medicine  

       Dr. Colin Carpenter, CEO, Siris Medical 

      Ms. Susan Solomon, Founder & CEO, The New York Stem Cell Foundation  

     Research Institute 

      Dr. Walter "Buzz" Stewart, VP, Chief Research Officer, Sutter Health 

      Dr. Paul Tang, VP, Chief Health Transformation Officer, IBM Watson Health 

3:10 - 3:30   Coffee Break 

3:30 - 3:40   Company Presentation 4: SanBio Company Limited 

        Mr. Keita Mori, CEO, SanBio Company Limited 

3:40 - 4:40   Keynote Panel Discussion: Healthcare Game Changers 

       Moderator: Ms. Susan Solomon, Founder & CEO, The New York Stem Cell Foundation 

       Research Institute 

       Dr. Jeffrey Bluestone, President & CEO, Parker Institute for Cancer Immunotherapy  

       Dr. Richard Klausner, Founder & Executive Chairman, Mindstrong Health 

       Dr. Daniel Kraft, Faculty Chair for Medicine & Neuroscience, Singularity University; 

       Founder & Chair, Exponential Medicine  

4:40 - 5:00   Concluding Remarks 

       Ambassador George Hara, Chairman of the Board, Alliance Forum Foundation;  

     Group Chairman & CEO, DEFTA Partners; Special Advisor to the Cabinet Office of the  

       Prime Minister of Japan 

5:00 - 6:30   Networking & Cocktail Reception (Hawthorne Room) 
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Speakers: Wednesday, November 29, 2017 (AM Session) 

Jun Yamada 
Consul General  

of Japan  
in San Francisco 

Education: 
March 1982 Bachelor of Laws, University of Tokyo 
September 1985 LLM, University of London (UCL) 
 
Career in Outline: 
April 1982 Entered Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
June 1995 Embassy of Japan in Russia 
January 1998 Senior Coordinator for G8 Summit, Economic Affairs Bureau 
July 1998 Administrative Reform Task Force, Cabinet Office 
August 2000 Director, Second International Economic Affairs Division, Economic Affairs Bureau 
August 2002         Counsellor, Embassy of Japan in the United States 
March 2005          Minister, Embassy of Japan in Thailand  
February 2009        Consul-General in Vladivostok, Russia 
April 2011           Ambassador and Deputy Chief, Mission to the European Union 
September 2012 Deputy Director-General, European Bureau & Economic Bureau 
July 2013            Deputy Vice Minister for International Affairs, Ministry of Finance 
July 2014            Deputy Director-General, Secretariat, Science Council of Japan 
April 2015           Consul-General in San Francisco, USA  

 
Dr. Regis B. Kelly is the Director of QB3, one of the four California Institutes for Science and Innovation. 
Scientists on the three QB3 campuses (UCB, UCSC & UCSF) working at the interface of the physical and 
biological sciences. The QB3 innovation team converts discoveries into practical benefits for society. As 
Director, Dr. Kelly helped launch two QB3-associated companies, QB3@953, a Life Sciences Startup 
incubator and Mission Bay Capital, a venture fund. As a result of his experiences, Dr. Kelly was appointed 
as Senior Advisor on Innovation and Entrepreneurship to the President of the University, Janet 
Napolitano. 
 
Prior to joining QB3 in 2004, Regis Kelly served as executive vice-chancellor at UCSF and Chairman of the 
Department of Biochemistry and Biophysics. He holds the inaugural Byers Family Distinguished 
Professorship. His academic research was in the field of molecular and cellular neurobiology. His training 
was at Harvard, Stanford, Caltech and the University of Edinburgh. He has served on many national and 
international boards. In 2014 he was appointed an officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) for 
services to science, innovation, and global health.  

Regis B. Kelly 
Director, 

QB3 

David Brailer  
 Managing Partner, 
Health Evolution 

David Brailer is known around the world for his leadership, vision and advocacy for health information 
technology. From assembling his first computer in high school, to publishing research on expert systems 
in medical school, to founding and investing in leading health IT companies, Dr. Brailer has devoted his 
career to transforming health care with information technology. 
 
Dr. Brailer was appointed by President George W. Bush as the nation's first 'Health Information 
Technology Czar'. In this role, he developed the nation's strategy for electronic records, information 
sharing, consumer empowerment and transformation of research and public health. His efforts set the 
foundation for the rapid adoption of information tools and the digital health explosion that are underway 
today. 
 
Dr. Brailer grew up in a small town in rural West Virginia where his family has lived since 1840. He 
trained as a physician and specialized in infectious disease, treating AIDS patients during the early 
epidemic. He was awarded a PhD in economics from the Wharton School for his work on the clinical and 
financial value of health information technology. Dr. Brailer lives in San Francisco with his spouse and 
two children. 
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Dr. Rasmussen is a medical doctor and the CEO for Infinitum Humanitarian Systems (IHS), a 
multinational consulting group built on a profit-for-purpose model. By training he is an internal medicine 
physician with both undergraduate and medical degrees from Stanford University and a European 
Master’s degree in disaster medicine from the UN World Health Organization’s affiliate CEMEC (Centre 
European pour la Medecin des Catastrophes) in Italy. He was elected a Fellow of the American College of 
Physicians in 1997 and a Fellow of the Explorer's Club in 2014. 
 
In addition to his corporate responsibilities Eric is a Research Professor in Environmental Security and 
Global Medicine at San Diego State University and an instructor in disaster medicine at both the 
International Disaster Academy in Bonn, Germany (BBK, or Bundesamt für Bevölkerungsschutz ind 
Katastrophenhilfe) and the Institute for Disaster Preparedness at Tsinghua University in Beijing, China.  
 
He is a member of the core faculty at Singularity University within the NASA Ames Research Center, 
teaching in both the Exponential Medicine and Global Grand Challenges tracks. He also serves pro bono as 
medical director for two biotech startups, and as Permanent Advisor to the UN Secretary-General’s High 
Level Expert Panel on Water Disasters. He has been a member of the US National Academy of Science’s 
Committee on Grand Challenges in Global Development since 2012.  

Eric Rasmussen 
 CEO, 

Infinitum Humanitarian  
Systems 

Warren Browner has been with Sutter Health CPMC since 2000. He joined the affiliate as the Vice-
President, Academic Affairs and Scientific Director, CPMC Research Institute. In 2009 he assumed the 
position of CEO of California Pacific Medical Center (CPMC). He is also a board-certified internist; Clinical 
Professor of Medicine, Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth College; and, Professor (adjunct) of 
Epidemiology & Biostatistics at the University of California, San Francisco (UCSF).  
 
Prior to joining CPMC, Dr Browner was a full-time faculty member at UCSF for 15 years, serving as Chief 
of General Internal Medicine and Acting Chief of the Medical Service at the San Francisco VA Medical 
Center.  
 
He has served as Executive Editor of the American Journal of Medicine for seven years. He has been a 
member of Federal panels for the National Institutes of Health, the Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
the Food and Drug Administration. He teaches courses in clinical research design and on publishing 
clinical research at CPMC and at UCSF; in addition, he continues to teach seminars on both topics at 
various national meetings.  
 
He also currently volunteers to serve as Immediate Past Chair, Board of Directors of the Jewish 
Community Center of San Francisco; Board member of the Hospital Quality Institute, California Hospital 
Association (CHA); and Chair, Quality Committee of the CHA. 
  
Dr Browner earned an A.B. from Harvard College; an M.D. from UCSF; a Master’s degree in Public Health 
(M.P.H.) in Epidemiology from UC Berkeley; and he completed a residency in internal medicine and a 
fellowship in clinical epidemiology at UCSF.  

Warren  
Browner 

 CEO, 
California Pacific  
Medical Center 

Meryl Comer is President and CEO of Geoffrey Beene Foundation Alzheimer's Initiative that promotes 
early diagnosis, virtual innovation challenges, m-health technologies and national public service 
campaigns like Geoffrey Beene’s Rock Stars of Science™.  
 
A co-founder of Women Against Alzheimer’s and founding partner of The Global Alliance on Women’s 
Brain Health, Comer has provided testimony before Congress. In 2012, she led the formation of the 21st 
Century BrainTrust® (21CBT), a non-profit partnership to advance mobile health technologies and brain 
health. Comer is also co-principal investigator for the PCORI Alzheimer's Patient/Caregiver Research 
Network in partnership with the Mayo Clinic, UCSF's Brain Health Registry, and USAgainstAlzheimer's 
Networks. In the late 80s, she served on the bi-partisan Alzheimer's Study Group, charged with presenting 
a National Strategic Plan to Congress. A former broadcast journalist, Comer is the recipient of the 2016 
BrightFocus Public Advocacy Award, 2015 Alzheimer Drug Discovery Foundation “Great Ladies” Award, 
and 2014 Wertheim Global Medical Leadership Award (FIU). 100% of proceeds from her New York Times 
and Washington Post bestseller, Slow Dancing with a Stranger (HarperCollins), an unflinching account of 
the couple’s 20 plus year battle with her husband’s early onset Alzheimer's disease, supports Alzheimer’s 
research. 

Meryl Comer 
CEO & President, 

Geoffrey Beene Foundation 
Alzheimer’s Initiative;  

Founding Partner, Global 
Alliance on Women's Brain 

Health 
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Yoshihide Esaki has been working on International Trade, Finance, IT, and Energy policy in the Ministry 
of Economy, Trade, and Industry (METI) in Japan for about 30 years. He also worked for European 
Commission DGIII from 1997 to 1998.  
 
He has focused on healthcare and Medical policy including bio-industry policy for the last six years. He 
led a project about regulatory change of regenerative medicine in collaboration with Ministry of Health, 
Labor and Welfare. 
 
He currently serves as Deputy Director-General for Healthcare and Medical Policy in METI and Cabinet 
Secretariat of Japanese Government and leads projects on precision medicine, preventive healthcare, and 
regenerative medicine.  
 
He completed his B.A. in International Relations at the University of Tokyo and his M.A. in 
Contemporary European Studies at the University of Sussex in the U.K. 

Yoshihide Esaki 
 Deputy Director-General,  

Commerce and Service 
 Industry Policy Group,  

Ministry of Economy Trade 
& Industry 

Cynthia Bamdad 
CEO, 

Minerva Biotechnologies  
 

Dr. Bamdad was a pioneer in the field of biochips. She holds a B.S. in Physics and a Ph.D. in Biophysics 
from Harvard. While a Ph.D. student at Harvard, Dr. Bamdad invented the first electronic DNA chip and 
the first universal protein chip. Intellectual property surrounding these inventions and extensions 
thereof, also developed by Bamdad, formed the cornerstone of a California startup company, which was 
sold within two years to Motorola for $300 million. Dr. Bamdad is a recognized leader in the field of 
nanotechnology, having invented the first method to form biochip surfaces on nanoparticles and methods 
to use those particles in biomedical testing and drug discovery.  
 
Dr. Bamdad served on the Board of Directors of Pharmacyclics (PCYC), an anti-cancer drug company, 
during their turn-around, going from a valuation of $15M to a recent acquisition by Abbvie for $21B. Dr. 
Bamdad is the sole or co-inventor of over 100 patent applications in the US and foreign for novel 
technologies, stem cell technologies and cancer therapeutics and diagnostics.  
 
Dr. Bamdad has been the Principal Investigator on grants and contracts from the National Cancer 
Institute, National Institute for Mental Health, National Science Foundation. The Huntington 
Foundation, National Institute of General Medicine, the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency 
(DARPA), and the Advanced Technology Program (ATP).  

Matt Gardner 
Chief Executive 

California Technology 
 Council; Founding Director,    

The Center for Science,  
Technology, and Society,  

William Jessup University 

Matt Gardner is the chief executive of the California Technology Council. Matt previously founded or 
cofounded industry organizations including the California Cybersecurity Information Sharing 
Organization, BioCalifornia, California Business Incubation Alliance, the California Technology Council, 
Bay Area Bioscience Association, and the California Biotechnology PAC. He is an active member of the 
board in innovation bodies including the Technology Councils of North America, California Cybersecurity 
Task Force, and the Information Sharing and Analysis Organizations Standards Organization. He has 
served as a member of the adjunct faculty at the University of San Francisco in the Department of 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation in the School of Management.  
 
Matt is author of publications on innovation including “California Tool Works,” a landmark study of 
incubators and accelerators in California, “Approaching Zero” and “A Future at Risk,” studies on the 
delicate ecosystem for seeding new medtech companies, and the award-winning “Impact” annual reports 
on life sciences. 
 
Matt is a contributing writer to “Medtech Insight” and several other publications. He is also executive 
producer of the radio program Tech Nation, heard on NPR, SiriusXM and American Forces Radio. His 
campaigns have won awards including the Silver Anvil Award of the Public Relations Society of America 
and an Emmy Award for the “Behind the Science of Life” television campaign. 
 
He is the co-author of legislation including Maryland’s angel investment credit and California’s tax 
treatment of net operating losses for innovative companies, and regulations including California’s “L” 
occupancy code allowing life sciences research to expand vertically above the second floor. He earned his 
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and his Master of Arts in History, both from the University of San 
Diego. 
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Dr. Elizabeth Baca is passionate about innovations to foster total health and well-being. She currently 
serves as the Senior Health Advisor in the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research. She is engaged in 
innovation in the public sector to foster health through multiple projects including healthy planning, big 
data, and public-private partnerships. For healthy planning she works across sectors to foster 
collaboration, elevate the connection between health and the built environment, and leads the effort to 
incorporate health considerations into the planning process to build healthy, resilient communities. A 
significant part of her work is aligning win-wins for projects that offer co-benefits, particularly with 
respect to climate mitigation and adaptation efforts. For big data, she is working on projects to link data 
sets to the planning process.  Additionally, she serves as a lead for the Governor’s Initiative to Advance 
Precision Medicine. Through her role in OPR, she is an advisor for the USGBC Building Health Initiative 
and FS6, a new Food System Accelerator. Previously, she served on the General Pediatric Faculty at 
Stanford Medical School and directed the Community Pediatric and Child Advocacy Rotation. In 
addition to teaching medical students and residents about the social, economic, and environmental 
factors that affect health, she was the lead faculty mentor on several projects to increase access to healthy 
foods, reduce environmental triggers of asthma, increase physical activity opportunities, and improve 
the built environment.        
 
She studied health policy at Universidad Simon Bolivar in Venezuela. She completed her Masters in 
Public Administration at Harvard Kennedy School of Government and her Doctorate of Medicine at 
Harvard Medical School. Dr. Baca completed her pediatric residency in the Pediatric Leadership for the 
Underserved program at UCSF. 

 Michael Werner  
Co-Founder & Executive 

Director, 
Alliance for Regenerative 

Medicine; Partner, Holland 
& Knight LLP 

Michael Werner has more than 25 years of healthcare law, lobbying, policy development, and regulatory 
experience in Washington. In addition to forming the Alliance for Regenerative Medicine and serving as 
its Executive Director, he is also a Partner at the law firm Holland & Knight, LLP. He focuses on issues 
affecting biotechnology and pharmaceutical companies, researchers and research institutions, health 
care investors, physicians, and patients with particular expertise in regenerative medicine. His work 
with clients include helping them obtain federal funds through the appropriations and grants processes; 
FDA drug/biologic legislation and regulations including regulation of cell therapy and regenerative 
medicine products; FDA and NIH oversight of clinical trials including registries and reporting of trial 
results; approval and marketing of orphan drugs; as well as conflicts of interest and other bioethics 
issues arising from research and uses of new technologies.   
 
 

 Suzanne Munck 
 Chief Counsel  

for Intellectual Property & 
Deputy Director of Office of 

Policy Planning,  
Federal Trade Commission 

Elizabeth Baca 
Senior Health Advisor, 

Governor's Office of  
Planning  

& Research 
 

 
Suzanne Munck is Chief Counsel for Intellectual Property for the United States Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC), and Deputy Director of its Office of Policy Planning. Ms. Munck manages all 
intellectual property issues related to the agency’s policy efforts. She was the lead author of the FTC’s 
2016 report on PAE activity, and led the FTC’s 2017 modernization of the FTC/DOJ guidelines for 
licensing intellectual property. Ms. Munck also has significant litigation experience managing 
intellectual property issues that arise during the FTC's enforcement efforts in the ICT and healthcare 
sectors. She was the lead patent attorney in the FTC’s pay-for-delay action against Cephalon, which 
resulted in a $1.2B settlement for consumers. In recognition of her work at the intersection of antitrust 
and intellectual property, Ms. Munck has received the Commission’s Paul Rand Dixon and Janet D. 
Steiger Awards. Before joining the FTC, Ms. Munck was an antitrust and IP litigator in Los Angeles. She 
received her BA in mathematics from Bryn Mawr College and her JD from the University of Minnesota 
Law School, where she was a managing editor of the Minnesota Law Review.  
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Nicola Corzine is the founding Executive Director of the Nasdaq Entrepreneurial Center, a non profit 
that delivers world-class resources and mentoring to enable every entrepreneur across the globe to 
realize their maximum potential. Nicola brings over 15 years of strategic business development and 
entrepreneurial thought leadership, most recently in her role as Investment Partner for the Band of 
Angels, a position she held since 2004 where she worked on more than 95 investments and evaluated 
close to 1,200 deals. Nicola has a broad background in investor relations and marketing at both startup 
companies, such as Digital Integrity, and financial institutions, including Credit Suisse First Boston and 
Fundraising Forum.  
 

Barbara Nelsen is the founder Nelsen Biomedical, a market research and strategic consulting firm with 
offices in Minneapolis and Boston.  She brings more than 20 years of experience providing technology 
and opportunity assessment, strategic planning and partnering, market expansion and 
commercialization plans. Clients range from start-ups to well-established life sciences companies, 
investment firms and research institutions.  
 
She is currently on the Board of Discovery Capital, the University of Minnesota’s venture fund and also 
on the Board of Directors for B-MoGen Biotechnologies. She is the co-founder of Emerge Bioscience, 
providing career training and development programs for scientists. 
 
Barbara has truly sat on all sides of the table. She has been an investor, (Sofia Fund) and a scientific 
investigator (Brandeis University, The Whitehead Institute). She has worked in industry in research and 
development (Director, Cancer Therapeutics and Diagnostics the Austin Institute Australia) and in 
business development (MGI Pharma).  
 
Barbara holds a Ph.D. in molecular biology and an MBA. 

Barbara Nelsen  
Founder, 

Nelsen Biomedical 

Nicola Corzine 
Executive Director, 

NASDAQ Entrepreneurial 
Center 

Barry Didato is Senior Advisor (formally Chief Investment Officer) of The Innovation Institute and senior 
advisor to The Saudi royal family. The Innovation Institute is a unique healthcare and medical 
innovation accelerator comprised of the aligned efforts of over 700 professionals focused on supplying 
capital, expertise, and partners to amplify the power and impact of human ingenuity and goodwill to save 
lives and alleviate human suffering worldwide. 
  
Barry has earned a values-based reputation of integrity, creativity, and helping deliver a continuous 
culture of improvement on behalf of shareholders. He has developed a global network of collaborative 
strategic business relationships and partnerships to help scale businesses in numerous international 
markets.   
  
Barry received a Bachelor’s Degree in Environmental Design & Regional Planning from the University of 
Massachusetts in Amherst, and a Master’s Degree focusing on entrepreneurial management, finance and 
design thinking to accelerate innovation from Harvard University Graduate School of Design in 
conjunction with Harvard Business School. Sir Barry Didato was knighted by The Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem, Knights of Malta, one of the oldest orders of chivalry in existence today, dating to the year 
1048AD. 

Barry Didato 
Senior Advisor, 

The Innovation Institute 

Speakers: Wednesday, November 29, 2017 (PM Session) 



15 

 

   Kevin V. 
Grimes 

Co-Director of SPARK 
Program & Associate 
Professor of Chemical 
and Systems Biology, 
Stanford University 
School of Medicine 

Kevin Grimes is the Co-director of the SPARK Program in Translational Research and an Associate 
Professor in the Department of Chemical and Systems Biology at the Stanford University School of 
Medicine. He received his MD from Brown University and completed his residency in internal medicine 
at Stanford University. He became a Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine at Stanford, where his 
primary duties included the teaching and practice of internal medicine. Grimes received a Hartford 
Foundation Fellowship to study health economics at the Stanford Graduate School of Business and 
obtained an MBA. He was subsequently selected as a White House Fellow and assigned to the 
Department of Defense, where he served as Special Assistant to the Secretary. He spent fifteen years in 
industry, working in the medical device, life science consulting, and biotechnology sectors prior to 
returning to Stanford to co-direct SPARK. In addition to SPARK, Grimes teaches graduate student 
courses on drug discovery and development and continues to teach and practice internal medicine. He 
has received the David Rytand Award for Excellence in Clinical Teaching and the Faculty Award for 
Excellence in Graduate Teaching.  
 
SPARK’s two-fold mission is to advance promising research discoveries into the clinic as new 
therapeutics and diagnostics, and to educate faculty, post-doctoral fellows and students regarding the 
translational process. SPARK participants receive modest funding, education regarding translational 
research, and targeted mentorship on their specific projects. Over one hundred volunteers from the local 
biotechnology, pharmaceutical, and health care investment community serve as advisors and mentors. 
SPARK is now in its eleventh year. Approximately 60% of projects completing the program have been 
licensed and/or advanced to clinical trials.  

Dr. Hiroto Bando is currently Senior Director, Global head of cell manufacturing strategy and Head of 
alliance strategy in Regenerative Medicine Unit at Takeda Pharmaceutical Industries.  On top of his 
strong scientific expertise, since he has MBA and practical working experiences at corporate department 
at Takeda, his responsibility is strategic consideration to enter regenerative medicine field e.g. to identify 
internal capability gap to be enhanced for the success of business and to consider the strategic 
collaboration with external partners who have the strong/advanced expertise related to new pre-clinical/
clinical projects, innovative platform technologies, cell mfg. process development as well as cell mfg. 
capability.  Now he is working at Takeda Boston, Cambridge, MA where headquarter of R&D is located.   

 Hiroto Bando 
Senior Director,  

Global Head of Cell  
Manufacturing Strategy & 
Head of Strategic Alliance,  

Regenerative Medicine 
Unit, Takeda  

Pharmaceutical Company 
Ltd. 

Lesley Stolz 
Head,  

JLABS California  

Lesley Stolz, PhD, fosters Johnson & Johnson’s external R&D engine and supports the innovation 
community by leading the Johnson & Johnson Innovation, JLABS business on the West Coast. She has 
20 years of business and corporate development experience working for companies that have been both 
technology platform and therapeutics focused.  Previously, she was Senior Director of Transactions 
negotiating partnering deals for Johnson & Johnson Innovation at the California Innovation Center. 
Prior to joining Johnson & Johnson Innovation, she held executive positions with BioTime, Inc., Sutro 
Biopharma, Inc., and Sunesis Pharmaceuticals where she was responsible for corporate strategy, 
fundraising and all aspects of partnering.  Earlier in her career, she served as Senior Director, Business 
Development for Aerovance, Inc. and for GPC Biotech AG in Munich, Germany from 2002 to 2006.  She 
also served in senior management positions at Cell Genesys, Discovery Partners International and Axys 
Pharmaceuticals.  Dr. Stolz received her Ph.D. in chemistry, and conducted postdoctoral research at 
Harvard Medical School’s Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Pharmacology. 
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Kevin Whittlesey is Director of Program and Alliance Management at 4D Molecular Therapeutics, 
managing the development of a portfolio of AAV-based gene therapy products for a range of disease 
areas. He previously spent five years at the California Institute for Regenerative Medicine (CIRM) 
managing translational cell therapy projects in preclinical and clinical development. Prior to his time at 
CIRM, he was a Commissioner’s Fellow at the Food and Drug Administration based in the Office of the 
Commissioner working with both the Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research and the Center for 
Devices and Radiological Health on regenerative medicine product regulatory policy. Kevin also served 
as a science policy advisor in the U.S. House of Representatives first for Representative Doris Matsui 
and then for Representative Anna Eshoo. He was also awarded a Christine Mirzayan Science and 
Technology Policy Fellowship at the National Academy of Sciences. Kevin earned his Ph.D. in biological 
sciences from Northwestern University and conducted a postdoctoral fellowship at Aastrom 
Biosciences. 
 

Kevin  
Whittlesey 

Director, 
Program and Alliance  

Management,  
4D Molecular Therapeutics 

Prior to joining Capricor, Mr. Bergmann had experience in accounting, finance and operations 
management of companies ranging in size from start-ups to mid-size companies. Mr. Bergmann joined 
Capricor in 2011 and served as the Director of Finance until November 2013. After the merger with Nile 
Therapeutics, Inc., he was made the Vice President of Finance. He also serves as the Company’s 
corporate treasurer. Mr. Bergmann assisted with the Company’s Series A-3 $6.0 million Preferred Stock 
offering, helped structure the Company’s successful $19.8 million budget proposal to the California 
Institute for Regenerative Medicine and coordinated the Company’s reverse merger and financings 
yielding over $30 million. He has experience in developing corporate and financial strategy alternatives 
and executing on strategic plans Mr. Bergmann manages the Company’s finance, accounting and human 
resource functions. Mr. Bergmann graduated from Providence College with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Management, and a minor in Finance. He has an M.B.A. from the University of Southern California’s 
Marshall School of Business. He is actively involved in various venture capital and entrepreneurial 
associations throughout the Los Angeles area. 
 

AJ Bergmann 
VP of Finance, 

Capricor Therapeutics 

Michael V. 
McConnell 

 Head of Cardiovascular 
Health Innovations,  
Verily Life Sciences; 

Professor of Cardiovascular 
Medicine, Stanford University 

(on partial leave) 

Michael V. McConnell, MD, MSEE is Head of Cardiovascular Health Innovations at Verily Life Sciences 
and Professor of Cardiovascular Medicine at Stanford School of Medicine, where he continues to see 
patients and teach in the Stanford Biodesign program. Dr. McConnell has clinical and research expertise 
in cardiovascular imaging, prevention, and mobile health. While at Stanford, he led the Cardiovascular 
MRI program, the Preventive Cardiology Clinic, and the MyHeart Counts cardiovascular mHealth 
ResearchKit study.  
 
Dr. McConnell completed his BS and MS in EE/BioE at MIT, his MD at Stanford, and his 
Cardiovascular Medicine and Imaging Fellowships at Brigham and Women’s Hospital/Harvard Medical 
School. He has been the PI of multiple grants from the NIH and AHA, and is a Fellow of the AHA and 
ACC. He serves on the AHA’s Health Tech Advisory Board since its founding and is currently co-chair of 
AHA’s 2030 Goals Task Force. He also serves on the Physical Activity Standards working group for the 
Consumer Technology Association.  
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Dr. Yoshiki Sawa is Professor at Department of Cardiovascular Surgery, Osaka University Graduate 
School of Medicine and Advisor to CiRA (Center for iPS cell Research and Application) at Kyoto 
University. His research activities include heart transplantation, artificial organs, gene and regenerative 
therapies. His dedication to the research led to receive numerous awards and honors, such as Japan 
Biomaterial Association Award, Scientific Technology Award sponsored by Minister of Education, 
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Minister of Health, Labor and Welfare award. He is also the 
Director of Japanese Surgical Society and the President of Japanese Society of Regenerative Medicine.  
 
He earned a medical degree from Osaka University Medical School in 1980 and joined the First 
Department of Surgery, Osaka University School of Medicine. In 1989, he earned Humboldt scholarship 
to pursue further education in both the departments of cardiovascular physiology and cardiac surgery at 
the Max-Planck Institute in Germany. After returning to Japan, he became Chief surgeon at the 
Department of Cardiovascular Surgery in 2004, Professor and Chief at the Department of Cardiovascular 
Surgery, the Director at Medical Center for Translational Research at Osaka University Hospital in 2006. 
He was appointed to the Dean at Osaka University Graduate School of Medicine from 2015 – March 
2017.  

Haruo Sugiyama graduated from Osaka University School of Medicine (M.D.) and received Ph.D. degree 
from Osaka University in tumor virology (1979). Then, he moved to internal medicine and specialized in 
immunology and hematology. He was appointed Professor, Osaka University Graduate School of 
Medicine in 1995 and he is now appointed Specially Appointed Professor, Osaka University Graduate 
School of Medicine. 
 
He invented a clinical test that made it possible to detect only one leukemic cell in 100,000 normal 
peripheral blood cells in 1994. This test becomes an essential test to treat leukemia, is covered by 
national health insurance, and is exported to EU (soon to USA). Approximately 100,000 tests were done 
in 2016 in Japan. By this research achievements, he was honored by 2011 Princess Takamatsu Cancer 
Research Fund Prize. 
 
Furthermore, he discovered that WT1 protein is a ubiquitous tumor-associated antigen for leukemia and 
almost all types of solid tumors, and he invented WT1 cancer vaccine. National Cancer Institute, USA 
evaluated 75 popular tumor-associated antigens (TAAs) for the clinical utility and ranked WT1 antigen as 
a top among 75 TAAs (2009).  He started for the first time (First - in - Man) a phase clinical study of WT1 
cancer vaccine in 2002. Until today, over 800 patients with AML, CML, MDS, multiple myeloma, 
glioblastoma multiforme, lung, breast, pancreatic, colon, gynecological, thyroid, renal cancers, malignant 
mesothelioma, or childhood malignancies such as rhabdomyosarcoma were WT1-vaccinated and had 
sufficient clinical effect without significant adverse effect. Global clinical studies of WT1 cancer vaccine 
are being performed by two big companies for the governmental approval of the medicine. He also has a 
strong interest in the use of this vaccine as cancer prophylactic vaccine.  

 Haruo Sugiyama 
Specially Appointed 

Professor,  
Osaka University Graduate 

School of Medicine 

 

Yoshiki Sawa 
 Professor,  

Osaka University Graduate 
School of Medicine  

Ellen G. Feigal 
Partner,  

NDA Partners LLC 

Dr. Feigal is a Partner in NDA Partners, a global strategy consulting firm specializing in expert product 
development and regulatory development and regulatory advice to medical product developers. She was 
formerly Senior Vice President of Research and Development at the California Institute for Regenerative 
Medicine; Executive Medical Director, Global Development, at Amgen; and Chief Medical Officer at 
Insys Therapeutics. Dr. Feigal was a founding Director of the American Course on Drug Development 
and Regulatory Sciences. The course was developed under her leadership as a collaborative effort with 
the FDA, UC San Francisco’s Department of Bioengineering and Therapeutic Sciences, its Center for 
Drug Development Sciences, and the European Center of Pharmaceutical Medicine at the University of 
Basel. She has worked in clinical research and product development in positions at the Federal 
Government and non-profit institutes including Director of Medical Devices and Imaging at the Critical 
Path Institute, and Vice President of Clinical Sciences and Deputy Scientific Director at the Translational 
Genomics Research Institute. She directed the National Cancer Institute's (NCI) Division of Cancer 
Treatment and Diagnosis after serving as Deputy Director, and was a senior investigator in the Cancer 
Therapy Evaluation Program. Dr. Feigal earned an MD at UC Davis, completed an internal medicine 
residency at Stanford, and a hematology/oncology fellowship at UC San Francisco. She was on the 
faculty at UC San Francisco, and UC San Diego, before joining the NCI, and is an Adjunct Professor in 
the Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, where she teaches classes on medical research ethics, and on 
FDA drug law. 
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Elona Baum  
Managing Director, 

DEFTA Partners 

Martin is co-founder and President of Lifeguard Health Networks, a digital health management 
company focused on remote care coordination.  His experience as a caregiver for his son who was 
diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes coupled with his past 25 years focused on IT Automation were the 
motivations to create the company’s care platform, LifeguardMOBILE™.   
 
Prior to Lifeguard Health Networks, Martin was the Area Vice President of for Emerging Products & 
Cloud Computing at BMC Software (NASDAQ: BMC). Martin has also held key management positions at 
BladeLogic (NASDAQ: BLOG), Groove Networks (Acquired by Microsoft – MSFT), and Kana 
Communication (NASDAQ: KANA). He started his career in information technology in 1993 at 
Parametric Technology Corporation (NASDAQ: PMTC). 
 
Martin lives in Wayne, Pennsylvania with is wife and two children. 

Martin Carty 
Co-Founder & CEO, 

Lifeguard Health Network 

Dan Heller 
CEO, 

Two Pore Guys 

Dan Heller has been involved in technology innovation since his first startup company in 1990. He's 
been involved in early internet technologies and businesses throughout the 90s, becoming an industry 
analyst throughout the 2000s. He's been involved in biotechnology since 2009 and is the co-founder of 
Two Pore Guys, which uses solid state nanopores as the core technology for a hand-held diagnostic 
device. 

Elona Baum is a Managing Director of DEFTA Partners and heads the investment function for its 
healthcare technologies fund.   The fund focuses on early stage investments in innovative therapeutic 
and digital health technologies.   
 
Ms. Baum’s career spans more than 20 years in drug development, initially at Genentech and then at the 
CIRM (CIRM).  She has held leadership roles in business development, legal and regulatory.  In this 
capacity she oversaw $1 billion of investment in regenerative medicine research and clinical programs, 
the creation of a $40M induced pluripotent stem cell bank and a re-vamping of intellectual property 
regulations governing CIRM grants.   
 
At Genentech Ms. Baum managed legal matters relating to Raptiva and the company’s Spanish 
subsidiary while also engaging in matters of regulatory policy and strategy. Ms. Baum currently serves 
as a Director on the board of Endogena and the Cancer Prevention Institute of California.  
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David  
Kuraguntla  

 Co-Founder & CEO, 
GraftWorx, Inc. 

Jeanette Mucha 
CEO 

& Co-Founder, 
SciBac Inc.  

Jeanette Mucha is the CEO and Co-founder of SciBac Inc. She did a proof of concept for SciBac’s core 
technology, DRIVE (Directed Recombination by In Vitro Evolution) in her Silicon Valley garage (2015) 
before moving the company to Molecular Science’s Institute in Milpitas, CA. DRIVE is a new, non-GMO 
way to mate different species of microbes in order to create hybrids that have the best survivability and 
therapeutic traits from both parents; SciBac’s bugs are designed to fight antimicrobial resistant 
pathogens in a sick gut or lung. Jeanette has thirteen years’ biotech research and development start-up 
experience in immunology and microbiology. She is a prolific inventor with four issued patents and 
numerous trade secrets in the areas of therapeutic vaccines, microbial strain improvement and 
fermentation. She secured seed funding from the Thiel Foundation’s Breakout Labs and has executed 
term sheets to with two large industrial companies for pilot strain improvement projects that will bring 
in over half a million dollars over the next 6 months and lead to out-licensing DRIVE for applications 
outside of human therapeutics. Jeanette is also an accomplished, long distance triathlete, completing 
eighteen 140.6 Ironman distance races including the 2009 World Championship. 

 
David Kuraguntla is Co-Founder and CEO of GraftWorx.  He holds extensive experience in research and 
clinical training in vascular surgery.  Prior to GraftWorx, Mr. Kuraguntla was preparing to start a 
surgical residency, when he developed the underlying vision behind GraftWorx.  He then decided to 
pursue bringing the GraftWorx technology to market, and co-founded the company in 2012.  While 
working on his undergraduate degree in Biochemistry at Grove City College, Mr. Kuraguntla received a 
prestigious National Science Foundation grant.  He worked for the National Institute on Drug Abuse 
(NIDA), where his research led to several publications.  He left NIDA to attend medical school at the 
West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine.   

 
 

 

Robin Smith 
Co-Founder & CEO,  

ORIG3N 

Robin Y. Smith brings over 20 years of startup, science, and entrepreneurial experience to ORIG3N, 
where he serves as CEO. An ambitious entrepreneur with a reputation for being at the forefront of 
innovation, Robin consistently identifies opportunities for improvement and delivers elegant and 
comprehensive solutions. In his former roles as founder of three successful enterprises, Robin returned 
78% IRR to investors at two VC-backed companies. His previous venture, ArtusLabs, was acquired by 
PerkinElmer in 2011. As the global head of R&D for PerkinElmer, Robin managed teams as large as 500 
people. Robin is a visionary and strategist who is passionate about building high-energy startup 
organizations that are grounded in humanity and focused on the future. His belief that access to health 
care should be available to all prompted him, along with Kate Blanchard, to found ORIG3N with the 
goal of democratizing access to treatment and science technology, and personalizing medicine.  
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Matt Gardner is the chief executive of the California Technology Council. Matt previously founded or 
cofounded industry organizations including the California Cybersecurity Information Sharing 
Organization, BioCalifornia, California Business Incubation Alliance, the California Technology Council, 
Bay Area Bioscience Association, and the California Biotechnology PAC. He is an active member of the 
board in innovation bodies including the Technology Councils of North America, California Cybersecurity 
Task Force, and the Information Sharing and Analysis Organizations Standards Organization. He has 
served as a member of the adjunct faculty at the University of San Francisco in the Department of 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation in the School of Management.  
 
Matt is author of publications on innovation including “California Tool Works,” a landmark study of 
incubators and accelerators in California, “Approaching Zero” and “A Future at Risk,” studies on the 
delicate ecosystem for seeding new medtech companies, and the award-winning “Impact” annual reports 
on life sciences. 
 
Matt is a contributing writer to “Medtech Insight” and several other publications. He is also executive 
producer of the radio program Tech Nation, heard on NPR, SiriusXM and American Forces Radio. His 
campaigns have won awards including the Silver Anvil Award of the Public Relations Society of America 
and an Emmy Award for the “Behind the Science of Life” television campaign. 
 
He is the co-author of legislation including Maryland’s angel investment credit and California’s tax 
treatment of net operating losses for innovative companies, and regulations including California’s “L” 
occupancy code allowing life sciences research to expand vertically above the second floor. He earned his 
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and his Master of Arts in History, both from the University of San 
Diego. 
  
 

Master of Ceremonies 

Matt Gardner 
Chief Executive,  

California Technology  
Council; Founding Director, 

The Center for Science,  
Technology and Society,  

William Jessup University 

Daniel Kraft 
 Faculty Chair for  

Medicine & Neuroscience, 
Singularity University; 

Founder & Chair,  
Exponential Medicine 

Daniel Kraft is a Stanford and Harvard trained physician-scientist, inventor, entrepreneur, and innovator. 
With over 25 years of experience in clinical practice, biomedical research and healthcare innovation, Kraft 
has chaired the Medicine for Singularity University  since its inception in 2008, and founded and is 
Executive Director of Exponential Medicine, a program that explores convergent, rapidly developing 
technologies and their potential in biomedicine and healthcare.  
 
Following undergraduate degrees from Brown University and medical school at Stanford, Daniel was 
Board Certified in both Internal Medicine & Pediatrics after completing a Harvard residency at the 
Massachusetts General Hospital & Boston Children's Hospital, and fellowships in hematology, oncology 
and bone marrow transplantation at Stanford.  
 
He has multiple scientific publications and medical device, immunology and stem cell related patents 
through faculty positions with Stanford University School of Medicine and as clinical faculty for the 
pediatric bone marrow transplantation service at University of California San Francisco. 
 
Daniel is a member of the Kaufman Fellows Society (Class 13) and member of the Inaugural (2015) class of 
the Aspen Institute Health Innovators Fellowship. 
 
Daniel's academic research has focused on: stem cell biology and regenerative medicine, stem cell derived 
immunotherapies for cancer, bioengineering human T-cell differentiation, and humanized animal models. 
Clinical work focuses on: bone marrow / hematopoietic stem cell transplantation for malignant and non-
malignant diseases in adults and children, medical devices to enable stem cell based regenerative 
medicine, including marrow derived stem cell harvesting, processing and delivery. He also implemented 
the first text-paging system at Stanford Hospital. 
 
He is also the inventor of the MarrowMiner, an FDA approved device for the minimally invasive harvest of 
bone marrow, and founded RegenMed Systems, a company developing technologies to enable adult stem 
cell based regenerative therapies. Daniel is an avid pilot and has served in the Massachusetts and 
California Air National Guard as an officer and flight surgeon with F-15 & F-16 fighter Squadrons. He has 
conducted research on aerospace medicine that was published with NASA, with whom he was a finalist for 
astronaut selection. 

http://su.org/
http://www.exponentialmedicine.com
http://www.kauffmanfellows.org/
http://agln.aspeninstitute.org/fellowships/healthinnovators
http://www.ted.com/talks/daniel_kraft_invents_a_better_way_to_harvest_bone_marrow
http://regenmedsystems.com/
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Jonathan Norris is a managing director for SVB's Healthcare practice. Norris oversees business 
development efforts for banking and lending opportunities as well as spearheading strategic relationships 
with many healthcare venture capital firms. He also helps SVB Capital through sourcing and advising on 
limited partnership allocations. 
  
In addition, he speaks at major investor and industry conferences and authors widely cited analyses of 
healthcare venture capital trends. Norris has more than sixteen years of banking experience working with 
healthcare companies and venture capital firms.  
 
Norris earned a bachelor's degree in business administration from the University of California, Riverside 
and a juris doctorate from Santa Clara University.  

Jonathan Norris 
Managing Director of  
Healthcare Practice, 
Silicon Valley Bank 

 Elona Baum  
Managing Director, 

DEFTA Partners 

Elona Baum is a Managing Director of DEFTA Partners and heads the investment function for its 
healthcare technologies fund.  The fund focuses on early stage investments in innovative therapeutic and 
digital health technologies.   
 
Ms. Baum’s career spans more than 20 years in drug development, initially at Genentech and then at the 
CIRM (CIRM).  She has held leadership roles in business development, legal and regulatory.  In this 
capacity she oversaw $1 billion of investment in regenerative medicine research and clinical programs, the 
creation of a $40M induced pluripotent stem cell bank and a re-vamping of intellectual property 
regulations governing CIRM grants.   
 
At Genentech Ms. Baum managed legal matters relating to Raptiva and the company’s Spanish subsidiary 
while also engaging in matters of regulatory policy and strategy.  Ms. Baum currently serves as a Director 
on the board of Endogena and the Cancer Prevention Institute of California.   

Kyoko  
Watanabe 

Director, 
Alliance Forum  

Foundation 

Kyoko is a Managing Director of DEFTA Partners which is an early-stage venture capital firm investing in 
IT and healthcare technology companies in the US, Japan and Israel.  With over 20 years of experience in 
the venture capital industry, she oversees the operation of funds and has worked closely with over 50 
early stage companies in DEFTA's portfolio.  Kyoko advises and assists many portfolios with their 
strategies to expand into the Japanese market. 
 
She also serves on the Board of Directors of the San Francisco-Osaka sister city association and the 
Alliance Forum Foundation, a non-profit to harness new technologies and support innovative 
initiatives.  She received a BA from Seishin University and MBA from University of San Francisco.  

Speakers: Thursday, November 30, 2017 (AM Session) 
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Dan is a partner at Providence Ventures in the San Francisco bay area, where he focuses on investments 
in the healthcare information technology, healthcare services, and medical device sectors.  He is currently 
a board director at Gauss Surgical. 
 
Dan has been investing in and partnering with management teams of early and growth stage companies 
in the healthcare industry for over 20 years.  Prior to joining Providence, Dan was a Partner at HLM 
Venture Partners where he led or co-led investments in 14 companies including: Redbrick Health, 
ClearData, Confluent Surgical, Change Healthcare, and CBR Systems. Prior to HLM, Dan was an 
Associate at venture capital firm J.H. Whitney and Company and an Analyst in the healthcare investment 
banking group at Alex. Brown & Sons. 
 
Dan has a master’s in business administration from the Kellogg School at Northwestern University and a 
B.S. in Economics from the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania. 

Karl Handelsman is an early stage biotech venture capitalist that has invested in over three dozen 
companies.  Karl specializes in moving early academic insights into startup companies that can translate 
them into important clinical candidates.  There has never been a larger pool of exciting scientific 
discoveries with great promise to create breakthroughs in human health and even consumer 
products.  Yet, picking out the most important innovations and matching them with the appropriate 
talent and resources remains a challenge. 

Dan Galles 
 Partner, 

Providence Ventures 

Karl  
Handelsman 

Director, Investments, 
Roche Venture Fund 

Lindy Fishburne is the Founder of Breakout Labs, the seed-stage program for hard science at the Thiel 
Foundation, and Managing Partner at Breakout Ventures. Lindy joined the foundation ten years ago as 
SVP Investments, after a career in management consulting, advising Fortune 500 companies on 
profitable growth strategies. Lindy has a deep understanding of what it takes to make it through the early 
days in business, having managed two start-up companies through rapid growth and eventual sale. She 
created Breakout Labs' novel, revolving fund model to accelerate innovation and re-define how early-
stage hard science companies are funded. In 2016, she and her partners, Hemai Parthasarathy and Julia 
Moore, launched Breakout Ventures a $50M fund to invest primarily in the Breakout Labs companies 
gaining market traction and ready for venture investment. She is a graduate of Duke University and holds 
an MBA from University of Texas at Austin. 
 

 Lindy M. 
Fishburne 

Managing Partner, 
Breakout Ventures/ 

Breakout Labs 
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 Takao Yoshida 
Senior Deputy Director,  

Oncology Research  
Laboratories, 

 Oncology R&D Center,  
Ono Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. 

Takao Yoshida is Senior Deputy Director, Oncology Research Laboratories, Oncology Research and 
Development Center, Ono Pharmaceutical, Co., Ltd. where he leads the drug discovery research and 
translational research in the immuno-oncology area.  Based on the achievement of the collaborative study 
on an immune checkpoint molecule “PD-1” with Professor Tasuku Honjo of Kyoto University, Takao 
joined in a project of anti-PD-1 antibody for antitumor immunotherapy in 2002.  Through the 
collaborative research with Medarex (currently Bristol-Myers Squibb), Takao had been at the scene of a 
fully human anti-human PD-1 antibody nivolumab (Opdivo®) being created.  Takao contributed as a 
research project leader to gain the world’s first approval of anti-PD-1 antibody, nivolumab (Opdivo®) for 
the treatment of unresectable melanoma in Japan on July 4, 2014. 
 
Takao holds Bachelor of Science and Master of Science in Pharmaceutical Sciences from Osaka University.  

Jim Sergi 
Preisdent, 

CSSi LifeSciences 

Prior to founding CSSi LifeSciences™, Jim has held various positions in academic oncology and cancer 
research before co-founding ProED, a healthcare services and drug development company. CSSi and 
ProED have been responsible for over 70 successful FDA NDA/BLA and EMA applications and defenses 
for various drugs, biologics and diagnostic tests, including over 250 medical devices 510(K) submissions.  
 
Jim has helped clients create a strategic pathway from discovery to commercialization that resulted in a 
reduction of development time, costs and resources, which was seen in his role played in the commercial 
success of over 400 drugs and biologics. Jim’s academic and medical experience includes Director for the 
Department of Experimental Therapeutics at the Cleveland Clinic Cancer Center, Associate Professor of 
Medical-Surgical Nursing at the Case Western Reserve University and Lecturer for Oncology at Cleveland 
State University. He has authored over 75 scientific and medical publications.  
 
Jim serves as an advisor to numerous private equity and venture backed investment firms. Jim is also a 
scientific reviewer for the NIH SBIR/STTR Commercial Readiness Program and as a mentor to the NIH/
NHLBI and the NIH Larta FeedForward programs. Jim serves as a member of the Global Center for 
Health Innovation and the NorCoBio Task Forces. In addition, Jim is a frequent speaker focusing on 
accelerating commercial readiness and value through strategic regulatory and clinical planning.  

 Jonathan  
Thomas 

 Chairman, Independent 
Citizens Oversight 

Committee, 
California Institute for 
 Regenerative Medicine 

(CIRM) 

Jonathan Thomas (“JT”) has been Chair of the governing Board since June 2011. Prior to that he was a Co-
Founding Partner at Saybrook Capital, an investment banking and private equity firm based in Santa 
Monica, California. Long interested in the biological sciences, JT majored in Biology and History at Yale, 
where he graduated summa cum laude. As a George C. Marshall Scholar at Oxford, he then earned a PhD 
with a medical focus in Commonwealth History. He subsequently returned to Yale for a JD at the Yale Law 
School. While there, he retained an involvement with biology by teaching courses on the legal implications 
of genetic engineering and the impact of disease on history. He went on to be an investment banker for 
Ehrlich Bober & Co. (a top-10 Wall Street public finance firm) where, among other things, he led a team 
that underwrote over $1 billion in various kinds of bonds for the Los Angeles Community College District. 
He left Ehrlich Bober in 1990 to co-found Saybrook. While with Saybrook, he led an early round of 
financing for Advanced Cell Technology (now Ocata Therapeutics), which specializes in developing stem 
cell therapies. In addition to his financing expertise, JT brings legal expertise to help CIRM navigate 
clinical trials, bilateral collaborative agreements, intellectual property, loan agreements and other legal 
challenges that confront CIRM on an ongoing basis. His legal experience includes clerking for White 
House Counsel Lloyd Cutler in the last year of the Carter Administration and also for the Honorable 
George Mackinnon of the United States Circuit Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. He 
later practiced at then-Munger, Tolles & Rickershauser in Los Angeles. JT also has a broad knowledge of 
governmental agencies, having served for seven years each as either member or vice president of the City 
of Los Angeles Board of Harbor Commissioners and as a member of the Governing Board for the Alameda 
Corridor Transportation Authority. In that latter role, he developed a plan to finance the $2.4 billion 
expansion of the Corridor rail lines from the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach to downtown Los 
Angeles. JT has worked closely with political officials at the federal, state and local level on a variety of 
projects for over 30 years. He was the chief government liaison to the Governor and State legislature for 
the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors in the PG&E bankruptcy, for whom Saybrook acted as 
financial advisor in their Chapter 11 proceedings. He has structured a number of public/private 
partnerships, including the financing for the Dolby (formerly Kodak) Theatre in Hollywood, home to the 
Academy Awards. JT has a long-standing commitment to patient advocacy. He spent more than 15 years 
on the Board of the Crippled Children’s Society of Southern California and served as Chair for four years. 
The organization, now called AbilityFirst, assists children with spinal cord injuries and mental disabilities 
that could be targets of stem cell therapies.  
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Robert E. Sobol, M.D. has pioneered the development of novel biological cancer therapies and is an 
internationally renowned physician-scientist in the fields of molecular cancer treatments and biomarkers. 
He is among the first physcians to treat cancer patients with monoclonal antibodies and gene therapy.  He 
was a co-founder of Biogen-Idec which is one of the world’s largest biotechnology companies and 
pioneered the use of monoclonal antibodies for cancer treatment.  Dr. Sobol led the research teams 
responsible for the first experimental immune gene therapies for the treatment of brain tumors and colon 
carcinoma.  He is a founder and CEO of MultiVir Inc., a company developing cancer gene therapies.  He 
was the founding Editor-in-Chief of Cancer Gene Therapy, a Nature Publishing Group journal.  Dr. Sobol 
was affiliated with the Sidney Kimmel Cancer Center in San Diego since its inception in 1990 where he 
served in various scientific and management capacities.  Dr. Sobol is a past President of the International 
Society of Cell and Gene Therapy for Cancer and has served on the Clinical Program Review Committee of 
the National Cancer Institute.  
 
Dr. Sobol received a B.A. in Philosophy from Boston University and a M.D. from The Chicago Medical 
School. He subsequently trained at the University of Southern California Medical Center and at the 
University of California, San Diego and received Board Certifications in Internal Medicine and Medical 
Oncology. 

Gregory Stein, MD, MBA currently serves as the President and CEO of Curtana Pharmaceuticals, a 
privately held, preclinical-stage biopharmaceutical company headquartered in Austin, Texas that focuses 
on the development of novel first-in-class, small molecule therapeutics targeting cancer stem cells for the 
treatment of glioblastoma and other brain cancers. Prior to founding Curtana, Dr. Stein was a co-founder 
of Sova Pharmaceuticals, where he had the role of Vice President, Operations. Sova is focused on the 
development of novel therapeutic drugs for the treatment of inflammatory and neuropathic pain. Prior to 
Sova, he was the Senior Director of Product Marketing at Genoptix, a specialized laboratory service 
provider focused on delivering personalized and comprehensive diagnostic services to community-based 
hematologists and oncologists; the company was acquired by Novartis. During his professional career of 
over 25 years, Dr. Stein has been a clinician, a hospital administrator, and a life sciences executive with 
experience in the areas of diagnostics, medical devices, pharmaceuticals and biotechnology. 
 
Dr. Stein is formerly board certified in Emergency Medicine. He completed his residency at the University 
of Illinois Affiliated Hospitals in Chicago and is a graduate of the 3-year accelerated Independent Study 
Program at the Ohio State University School of Medicine. Dr. Stein received a B.A in Psychology from UC 
San Diego and an MBA from The Rady School of Management at UC San Diego. 

William J.  
Newell 

 CEO, 
Sutro Biopharma, Inc. 

Gregory Stein 
 President & CEO, 

Curtana  
Pharmaceuticals 

Robert E. Sobol 
CEO, 

Multivir Inc. 

Mr. Newell has over 20 years of senior management experience in the biotechnology industry. He joined 
Sutro Biopharma as CEO in January 2009. Previously, he served as the President of Aerovance, Inc., a 
venture-backed company developing clinical assets for respiratory diseases. Mr. Newell also was Chief 
Business Officer and Senior Vice President at publicly-traded QLT, Inc. and served in several senior 
management positions at publicly-traded Axys Pharmaceuticals, Inc. For the 16 years prior to joining 
Axys, Mr. Newell practiced corporate law in the San Francisco Bay Area. He is presently a member of the 
Board at Symic Bio and at SutroVax.  Mr. Newell is also a Board member on BIO’s Emerging Companies 
Section and a member of the Board and of the Executive Committee of the California Life Sciences 
Association. 
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Dr. Tom Novak is Vice President, Life Sciences Business Development , North America, at Cellular 
Dynamics International (CDI) – A FUJIFILM Company, the world’s leading supplier of stem cell-
derived, terminally differentiated cells. In addition, he is the Principle Investigator on CDI’s $16M 
grant from the California Institute for Regenerative Medicine to reprogram samples from 3000 
patients with a variety of multigenic disorders. Prior to joining CDI in 2012, Dr. Novak was Senior VP 
of Research and Development at Fate Therapeutics, a San Diego-based biotech developing small 
molecules and biologics to induce proliferation and differentiation of adult stem cells to replace tissue 
lost to aging or disease. From 2001 to 2010, Dr. Novak held a number of positions at Roche Palo Alto, 
including Senior Director and Head of Discovery Technologies wherein he led a group of ~65 
scientists with responsibility for all compound screening, cell culture, molecular biology, protein 
production, and crystallography at that facility. In 2009, he was chosen to lead a global team of 
scientists to evaluate opportunities to utilize stem cells as research tools. This ultimately led to the 
initiation of three collaborations (CDI, iSTEM, and Harvard Stem Cell Institute) centered around 
nonclinical safety, neuroscience, and cardiovascular diseases, respectively.  

Dr. Novak earned a BA in biology and chemistry, magna cum laude, from Amherst College (Amherst, 
MA) and received his PhD in molecular biology from Caltech (Pasadena, CA). After completing post-
doctoral training in immunobiology at Yale University, he began his pharmaceutical career in 1994 as 
a research scientist at Wyeth-Ayerst in Princeton, NJ. 

Seigo Izumo  
 SVP & Global Head of 

Regenerative  
Medicine Unit,  

Takeda Pharmaceutical  
Co., Ltd. 

Dr. Seigo Izumo is a clinical cardiologist with broad background in basic research, teaching, patient care, 
drug discovery and drug development. He also has extensive administrative experiences in leading 
multidisciplinary teams in both academic and industry settings. He has held a number of senior 
leadership positions at universities, teaching hospitals and global pharmaceutical companies in the past. 
 
Dr. Seigo Izumo is currently Senior Vice President, Global Head of Regenerative Medicine Unit at Takeda 
Pharmaceutical Company Limited. He is responsible for Takeda’s strategic initiative in regenerative 
medicine business. Before his current position with Takeda, he served as Senior VP & Head of 
Cardiovascular Therapeutics at Gilead Sciences, and VP & Global Head of Cardiovascular Research at 
Novartis Institute of Biomedical Research, Cambridge, MA. Prior to joining the industry, he served as 
Professor of Medicine at Harvard Medical School, Director of Cardiovascular Research at Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical Center, Boston. 
 
He is a board certified physician by American Board of Internal Medicine and by American Board of 
Cardiovascular Disease Subspecialty.  

Thomas Novak 
VP, Life Sciences 

Business Development, 
North America, Cellular 
Dynamics International 

Masaru TANIGUCHI received his M.D. and Ph.D. degrees at Chiba University School of Medicine (1974). 
He was appointed a Professor of Immunology at Chiba University School of Medicine (1980-2004), 
served as the Dean there (1996-2000) and President of the Japanese Society for Immunology (1997-
1998). He was then appointed the founding Director of the RIKEN Research Center for Allergy and 
Immunology (2001-2013) and the Senior Advisor at RIKEN Integrative Medical Sciences in 2013.  
 
He discovered an NKT cell with its unique invariant antigen receptor expression in 1986-1990, which was 
selected as the “Pillars of Immunology” for being pivotal to the advance of the immunology field by the 
American Association of Immunologists, and also discovered an NKT cell ligand, a-galactosylceramide in 
1997 and developed NKT cell-deficient mice in 1997.  
 
He gave a Special Lecture for the Emperor on Allergy and Immunology (2000). He was awarded the 
Medal with Purple Ribbon in 2004 and the Order of the Sacred Treasure in 2016 by the Emperor of 
Japan. 

Masaru  
Taniguchi 

Senior Advisor &  
Group Director,  

RIKEN Center for  
Integrative Medical  

Sciences  
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Guido Lanza has served as the President and CEO of Numerate since its founding, in 2007. Formerly, Guido 
was the co-founder and Chief Technical Officer of Pharmix, where he served on the company’s Board of 
Directors for five years and was named one of Business Week’s “Tech’s Best Young Entrepreneurs under-30” 
in 2006. Prior to Pharmix, Guido was a research scientist with Professor Koza of Stanford University with 
whom he developed applications of genetic programming in the area of bioinformatics and computational 
biology. Guido is the author of 10 scientific publications and inventor of 4 issued patents. He received a B.A. 
in Molecular and Cell Biology and Integrative Biology from the University of California, Berkeley and an 
M.Sc. in Bioinformatics from the University of Manchester (UK). 

Matthias Steger is CEO of Endogena Therapeutics Inc., a new biotech company focusing on the discovery 
and development of endogenous regenerative medicines. Prior to Endogena, he worked 18 years in the field 
of drug discovery, most recently as Global Head of Research & Technology Partnering, at Roche, setting up 
and managing > 50 collaborations and acquisitions for novel drug modalities, new drug discovery 
technologies, as well as enabling technologies, such as translational models, biomarkers, and drug delivery/
formulation. Matthias has also lead and implemented various corporate strategies exploring novel drug 
discovery approaches, and as such has initiated and built up Roche’s stem cell research. 
 
In addition, Matthias worked as an independent consultant for various biotech companies, academic 
institutes and venture capital firms, exploring novel drug discovery – and partnering / investment 
strategies. He also has prior entrepreneurial experience by building up a pioneering orphan GPCR drug 
discovery company, which lead to a successful acquisition.  Matthias started his career in research, as a 
medicinal chemist at Roche, exploring novel platforms and drug design approaches, as well as traditional 
drug discovery programs. He also gained a financial perspective of the industry as an investment banking 
analyst at Kepler Equities. 
 
He served as an executive board member of the Alliance for Regenerative Medicine (ARM), as well as the 
chair of the industry committee of the International Society of Stem Cell Research (ISSCR). Matthias has a 
Diploma in Organic Chemistry (University of Zürich, Switzerland), and a PhD in Medicinal Chemistry from 
the University of Sussex, UK, as well as an MBA from HSG (St. Gallen, Switzerland). 

Guido Lanza 
CEO, 

Numerate  

Matthias 
Steger 

CEO,  
Endogena  

Therapeutics Inc. 

With today’s advances in computation and robotics it’s an exciting time to be a biologist. Julia Kirshner, 
PhD, founded zPREDICTA with a mission to enable cures for every patient. zPREDICTA is pioneering the 
development of high throughput organ- and disease-specific models for 1-to-1 reconstruction of human 
tissue microenvironment. zPREDICTA models mimic drug behavior as seen in patients demonstrating high 
correlation with clinical response. In her capacity as zPREDICTA’s CEO, Dr. Kirshner commercialized 
Reconstructed Organ platform for preclinical testing of novel therapeutics and immunotherapy agents 
against hematological malignancies. 

 

Prior to founding zPREDICTA, Dr. Kirshner held an appointment of Assistant Professor in the Department 
of Biological Sciences at Purdue University and was a member of the Purdue Center for Cancer Research and 
Bindley Biosciences Center at Purdue University Discovery Park. At Purdue, Dr. Kirshner’s lab pursued 
research into the mechanisms of tumorigenesis and effects of tissue microenvironment on drug response. 
Dr. Kirshner is an author of numerous scientific publications and is a recipient of multiple grants and 
innovation awards for her work towards understanding the role of tumor microenvironment, cancer stem 
cells, and the immune system in driving cancer development and spread. 

Julia Kirshner 
CEO, 

zPREDICTA 
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David Backer 
Head of Commercial 

Development,  
Gene Editing & Novel 

Modalities, 
MilliporeSigma  

David Backer is Head of Commercial Development at MilliporeSigma for its Gene Editing and Novel 
Modalities Promise Venture, which includes cell and gene therapy development and GMP 
manufacturing.  Previous positions within MilliporeSigma include operational, sales, and marketing 
positions for emerging technologies.  Dave was founder and President of Molecular Medicine BioServices, 
which is a CDMO based in Carlsbad, CA and is now part of the BioReliance services offer.  Dave has a BS in 
Cellular and Molecular Biology from the University of Michigan and an MBA from the University of Chicago. 

Dr. Thomas Fellner is the Global Business Head for Cell Therapy at Lonza, Inc.  Lonza is a Swiss company 
with a strong focus on process development and contract manufacturing of therapeutic materials including 
small molecules, biologics and cells. In his current role Dr. Fellner has the global business responsibility for 
Lonza’s Cell Therapy setup including US, Singapore and Japan. Prior to his current role, he was the Director 
of Business Development for Cell Therapy developing and executing business and sales strategies for Lonza’s 
Cell Therapy Business to ensure market leadership and expansion into new markets.  Dr. Fellner was also an 
integral part of establishing Lonza’s pluripotent stem cell platform and leading a program to develop 
technologies that enable the manufacture of the world’s first clinical-grade induced pluripotent stem cell line.  
Dr. Fellner holds a Ph.D. degree from the University of Vienna, Austria and a M.B.A degree in 
Entrepreneurship from the University of California in San Diego. 

Thomas 
Fellner 

 Head of Cell Therapy, 
Lonza  

Gregory A.  
Bonfiglio 

 Managing Partner, 
Proteus  

Venture Partners  

Mr. Bonfiglio is the Founder & Managing Partner of Proteus, LLC – an investment and advisory firm focused 
solely on regenerative medicine.  Formed in 2006, Proteus provides fund management and consulting 
services to the regenerative medicine industry.   Proteus works with RM companies across all stages of 
development from early stage entities to large pharma & biotech companies, as well as governmental 
organizations pursuing RM initiatives.    
      
Mr. Bonfiglio is the Chairman of the Board of the Centre for Commercialization of Regenerative Medicine 
(RM Translation Center in Toronto, Canada).   Mr. Bonfiglio has served on the Boards of several RM 
companies, including VistaGen Therapeutics (in vitro tools from hESCs); Advanced Cell Technologies (hESC 
therapeutics); California Stem Cell (hESC tools & therapeutics); and StemCyte, Inc. (cord blood storage & 
therapeutics). 
Mr. Bonfiglio was an early investor in the field of stems cell & regenerative medicine, and he continues to be 
actively involved in the field.  He is a frequent speaker at Regenerative Medicine Conferences.  Mr. Bonfiglio 
is a Member of the ISSCR and is on their Advisory Board, as well as their Finance Committee.  He also is a 
Member of the ISCT.  In 2013, Mr. Bonfiglio was listed among the Top 50 Stem Cell Influencers in the world 
(Ranked 14th).   
 
Mr. Bonfiglio has over 25 years experience working with technology companies.    From 2000 – 2005, Mr. 
Bonfiglio was a General Partner with Anthem Venture Partners – an early stage venture fund in California.    
While at Anthem, Mr. Bonfiglio led investments in both biotechnology and IT.   Prior to joining Anthem, he 
was a Partner with Morrison & Foerster, where he worked extensively with technology clients.   Mr. Bonfiglio 
was an Adjunct Professor of Law at Stanford Law School, from 1996 to 2000.  He has been a Guest Lecturer 
at the Stanford Business School on the Commercialization of RM Technologies.  From 1995 -2005, he was a 
regular Guest Lecturer at the UC Berkley Haas Business School in the Entrepreneurship Program.      
 
Mr. Bonfiglio received his B.A. in Mathematics (magna cum laude) from Michigan State University in 1975, 
and his J.D. (magna cum laude) from the University of Michigan Law School in 1981.    

Speakers: Thursday, November 30, 2017 (PM Session) 



28 

 

Waichiro is the Co-founder and CEO of ThinkCyte, which develops machine learning-driven high-content 
single cell analysis and separation systems for cell therapy and clinical diagnostics. He has been involved 
in biotechnology over a decade. At a biotech startup, he was responsible for ophthalmic medical device 
development in the US and Japan. He also served as a management consultant at Monitor Group, where 
he focused primarily on serving leading companies in the pharmaceutical and medical device industries. 
He graduated from the the University of Tokyo, Japan, and has an MBA from INSEAD, France.  
 

The California Initiative to Advance Precision Medicine (CIAPM) is a partnership between the state, the 
University of California, and other public and private entities. Its aim is to help build infrastructure and 
assemble the resources necessary to advance precision medicine-oriented data, tools and applications in 
California. As the scientific program director for CIAPM, Uta Grieshammer is responsible for designing 
and implementing peer review processes, overseeing the execution of patient-focused demonstration 
projects, organizing workshops and other convening activities, and developing an inventory of precision 
medicine assets in California.  

 
Uta received her PhD in Biochemistry from Boston University. She is a developmental biologist with 
research expertise in stem cell biology and the mechanisms of organ formation. Prior to joining CIAPM, 
she served close to 8 years as a science officer at the California Institute for Regenerative Medicine, the 
State’s stem cell agency, managing a portfolio of stem cell grants, developing requests for applications and 
communicating stem cell concepts and clinical advances to diverse audiences. 

Waichiro  
Katsuda 

Co-Founder & CEO 
ThinkCyte 

Uta Grieshammer 
Scientific Program 

 Director, California  
Initiative to Advance  
Precision Medicine 

Brian Hanrahan 
Manager,  

Invetech, Inc. 

Brian Hanrahan is currently a Manager within the Cell Therapy group at Invetech Inc. in San Diego and 
his role is business development and supervising and managing projects to support the rapidly growing 
field of cell therapy and regenerative medicine. 
 
Brian has more than 15 years of product development experience across the biomedical and cell therapy 
fields at Invetech. Brian has been a key contributor in building Invetech’s cell and advanced therapy 
commercial scale manufacturing solutions and continues to have a deep involvement in projects ranging 
from cell separation instruments to single-use, automated cell therapy production systems.  
 
Brian’s background is in biochemistry, clinical diagnostics and project management, and he holds a 
Bachelor of Applied Science Degree from R.M.I.T.  
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Susan L. Solomon is Founder and Chief Executive Officer of The New York Stem Cell Foundation (NYSCF) 
Research Institute, the world’s leading independent non-profit research institute dedicated to translating 
cuttingedge stem cell research into clinical breakthroughs and cures for patients. The NYSCF global 
community includes over 150 researchers at leading institutions worldwide, including the NYSCF – 
Druckenmiller Fellows, the NYSCF– Robertson Investigators, the NYSCF – Robertson Stem Cell Prize 
Recipients, and NYSCF Research Institute scientists and engineers. The NYSCF Research Institute also 
continues to develop pioneering stem cell technologies, including the NYSCF Global Stem Cell ArrayTM.  
 
Since 2005, NYSCF has invested in “tipping point” stem cell research, accelerating progress in finding 
treatments and cures in over 70 disease areas including diabetes, ALS, multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s, 
Alzheimer’s, heart disease, cancer, schizophrenia, bone injury, and macular degeneration, among other 
diseases.  
 
A veteran healthcare advocate, Ms. Solomon serves on the boards of a number of prominent diabetes and 
regenerative medicine organizations including the College Diabetes Network and the Global Alliance for IPSC 
Therapies. She also serves on the Board of Directors of the Regional Plan Association. Ms. Solomon has 
received numerous awards for her work with NYSCF, including the New York State Women of Excellence 
Award from the Governor of New York, the Triumph Award from the Brooke Ellison Foundation, and 
recognition as a Living Landmark from the New York Landmarks Conservancy. 
 
A lawyer by training and a chief executive and entrepreneur by experience, Ms. Solomon has decades of 
leadership experience in starting and building effective and focused organizations. Ms. Solomon started her 
career as an attorney at Debevoise & Plimpton, then held executive positions at MacAndrews and Forbes and 
APAX (formerly MMG Patricof and Co.). She was the founder and President of Sony Worldwide Networks, the 
Chairman and CEO of Lancit Media Productions, an Emmy award-winning television production company, 
and then served as thefounding CEO of Sothebys.com, prior to starting her own strategic management 
consulting firm Solomon Partners LLC in 2000. 
 
She received her BA cum laude from New York University and her JD from Rutgers University School of Law, 
where she was as an editor of the Law Review. 

Susan Solomon  
Founder & CEO, 

The New York  
Stem Cell Foundation 

Research Institute 

Walter “Buzz”  
Stewart  
VP & Chief  

Research Officer, 
Sutter Health 

Buzz Stewart joined Sutter Health in July 2012. He oversees research organized around Digital Health 
and Advanced Analytics, Precision Care & Medicine, Clinical Trials, and Rapid Health System Learning. Buzz 
has transformed the research model at Sutter to be translation focused and strategic in supporting Sutter as a 
Learning Health Care System. His personal interests span the unique role of health system research in 
transforming care through predictive analytics, population health management, and digital health.  
 
Prior to Sutter, Buzz founded the Geisinger Center for Health Research (2003-2012), a research and 
development unit that participated in Geisinger’s decade long strategy to transform the delivery of health 
care.  Previously, he was a faculty member at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health (1983-
1995), was Vice President of Research and Development at AdvancePCS (1998-2002) and founded several 
successful start-ups.  
 
He has published about 400 peer-reviewed articles (h-index>105) and book chapters after receiving his PhD 
in Epidemiology from Johns Hopkins University, his MPH from UCLA, and his BS in Psychobiology from 
University of California, Riverside.  

Working at the interface of engineering and medicine, Colin Carpenter is committed to medical device 
innovation with experience leading teams in developing solutions to diagnose and treat cancer.   
 
Since co-founding Siris Medical in 2013 he has served as its CEO, commercially introducing the first treatment 
decision support system for radiation oncology using artificial intelligence. This platform enables clinicians to 
determine the best course of treatment by leveraging knowledge from past success. Siris has been recognized 
for innovation, winning an award at the ESTRO 2017 conference, an invitation to the Green Journal, and a 
UCSF/Rosenman Innovator award.   
 
While training in the Department of Radiation Oncology at Stanford, he co-founded a company to 
commercialize a brachytherapy product line for GI cancer, sold by Varian Medical Systems (VMS). He also 
helped create the first oncology surgical guidance system using light emitted from the uptake of radiotracers in 
tumor tissue.  Dr. Carpenter is a contributor to over 100 technical and medical publications and is an alumnus 
of Stanford Biodesign.  He received a BA in Physics from CU-Boulder and a PhD in Biomedical Engineering 
from Dartmouth. 

Colin Carpenter 
CEO, 

Siris Medical 
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Paul Tang, M.D., M.S., is a practicing internist and Vice President, Chief Health Transformation Officer at 
IBM Watson Health.  At Watson Health, Dr. Tang is responsible for applying IBM’s cognitive computing 
technologies to improve the health and wellbeing of individuals and communities.  Prior to joining Watson 
Health, Dr. Tang was Chief Innovation and Technology Officer at the Palo Alto Medical Foundation (PAMF), 
directing the David Druker Center for Health Systems Innovation, a disruptive innovation center focused on 
grand challenges in health. 
 
Dr. Tang has dedicated his professional career to improving the quality of health care in America, innovative 
uses of health information technology (HIT), empowering patients through HIT, and shaping public policy 
to enhance health and health care in the US.  He is an elected member of the National Academy of Medicine 
(formerly the Institute of Medicine) and has served on numerous NAM study committees, including a 
patient-safety committee he chaired that published two reports: Patient Safety: A New Standard for Care, 
and Key Capabilities of an Electronic Health Record System.  
 
Dr. Tang was vice chair of the federal Health Information Technology Policy committee for 8 years.  He has 
served as board chair for several health informatics professional associations, including the American 
Medical Informatics Association (AMIA).  Dr. Tang serves on the Board and Executive committee of 
AcademyHealth.  He is a recipient of the AMIA Don E. Detmer Award for Health Policy Contributions in 
Informatics. 
 
He is a Fellow of the American College of Physicians, the American College of Medical Informatics, the 
College of Healthcare Information Management Executives, and the Healthcare Information and 
Management Systems Society.  He has published numerous papers in medical informatics, especially related 
to electronic health records, personal health records, health care quality, and public policy, and has 
delivered over 350 invited presentations (including 39 keynotes) to national and international organizations 
and associations.  
 
Dr. Tang received his B.S. and M.S. in Electrical Engineering from Stanford University and his M.D. from 
the University of California, San Francisco. He completed his residency in Internal Medicine at Stanford 
University and is a Board-certified practicing Internist.    

Paul Tung 
VP & Chief Health 

Transformation  
Officer,  

IBM Watson Health 
 

Keita Mori is a founder of SanBio Inc., and has been Representative President and Co-CEO since its 
inception. He received a Master's degree in Biochemistry from University of Tokyo, and joined Kirin 
Brewery, Ltd. in Japan, holding positions of increasing responsibility in R&D and Manufacturing from 1993 
to 1999. After obtaining an MBA degree from the University of California, Berkeley, he served as head of 
new product development at Xuma, an informatics startup in San Francisco. In February 2001, he and his 
partner, Toru Kawanishi, founded SanBio Inc., in Berkeley, California, aiming to commercialize stem cell-
based therapies with the potential to regenerate brain cells. Mr. Mori assembled an R&D team of 
internationally recognized experts, develolping a therapy which has shown substantial efficacy against 
chronic stroke, and which is now beginning FDA Phase 2 clinical trials. Leveraging Japan’s early approval 
scheme for regenerative medicines, SanBio Company Limited was established in 2013 and went public on 
the Tokyo Stock Exchange Mothers Market in April, 2015. 

Keita Mori 
CEO,  

SanBio Company  
Limited 

Jeffrey  
Bluestone 

President & CEO, 
Parker Institute for  

Cancer Immunotherapy 

Jeffrey Bluestone, PhD, is president and CEO of the Parker Institute for Cancer Immunotherapy and the 
A.W. and Mary Margaret Clausen Distinguished Professor at UCSF. Dr. Bluestone is one of the leading im-
munologists in the field of T-cell activation and immune tolerance research that has led to the development 
of multiple immunotherapies, including the first FDA-approved drug targeting T-cell co-stimulation to treat 
autoimmune disease and organ transplantation and the first CTLA-4 antagonist drugs approved for the 
treatment of metastatic melanoma.  
 
Dr. Bluestone is an academic leader on a national and international scale. He was the founding director of 
the Immune Tolerance Network, the largest NIH-funded multicenter clinical immunology research pro-
gram, testing novel immunotherapies in transplantation, autoimmunity and asthma/allergy; executive vice 
chancellor and provost emeritus at UCSF and the former director of the UCSF Diabetes Center. Finally, Dr. 
Bluestone has authored more than 400 peer-reviewed publications and has received numerous awards, in-
cluding election to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the National Academy of Medicine. He 
was also appointed a member of Vice President Joe Biden's Cancer Moonshot Blue Ribbon Panel.  
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Richard  
Klausner 

Founder & Executive 
Chairman, 

Mindstrong Health 

Dr. Klausner is founder and Director of Juno Therapeutics, founder and Director of GRAIL and Executive 
Chairman of Wisdo, a third generation internet company. He is the chairman of Mindstrong and a 
Director of AnchorDx. He is the former Senior Vice President, Chief Medical Officer and Chief 
Opportunity Officer of Illumina Corporation. He is the former Executive Chairman of Audax Health. He 
currently Chairs the Grand Challenges in Cancer program of Cancer Research UK. Previously, he has 
served as managing partner of the Venture Capital firm, The Column Group, was the Executive Director 
for Global Health of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. Dr Klausner was appointed by Presidents 
Clinton and Bush as the eleventh Director of the U.S. National Cancer Institute between 1995 and 2001. 
Dr. Klausner served as chief of the Cell Biology and Metabolism Branch of the National Institute of Child 
Health and Human Development as well as a past president of the American Society of Clinical 
Investigation. He has served in senior advisory roles to the US, Norwegian, Qatari and Indian 
governments. He previously chaired the International Advisory Board for Samsung and chaired the 
Strategic Oversight Council of Sanofi. He currently serves on numerous advisory boards. 
 
Dr. Klausner is well known for his work in cell and molecular biology, immunology and human genetics, 
and has been the author of more than 300 scientific articles and several books, in addition to receiving 
numerous awards, honorary degrees and other honors. He has served as an Advisor to the Presidents of 
the Academies for counter-terrorism, and Liaison to the White House Office of Science & Technology 
Policy. He oversaw the writing of The National Science Education Standards, the first such standards for 
US Science Education. He is a member of the National Academy of Sciences, the Institute of Medicine 
and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

Daniel Kraft 
Faculty Chair for  

Medicine & Neuroscience,  
Singularity University;  

Founder & Chair,  
Exponential Medicine  

Daniel Kraft is a Stanford and Harvard trained physician-scientist, inventor and entrepreneur. 

 
Dr. Kraft has over 25 years of experience in clinical practice, biomedical research and healthcare 
innovation. He is the Faculty Chair for Medicine & Neuroscience for Singularity University and is the 
Founder & Chair of Exponential Medicine, a program which explores convergent, exponentially 
developing technologies and their potential in biomedicine and healthcare. His various TEDTalks have 
over 1 Million Views. He was recently named a member of the inaugural class of the Aspen Institute’s 
Healthcare Innovator Fellows. 
 
Following undergraduate degrees at Brown University and medical school at Stanford, Dr. Kraft was 
board certified in the Harvard combined Internal Medicine and Pediatrics residency program at the 
Massachusetts General Hospital and Boston Children’s Hospital. He went on to complete Stanford 
fellowships in hematology/oncology & bone marrow transplantation, and extensive research in stem cell 
biology and regenerative medicine.  He has multiple scientific publications (Nature and Science) and 
medical device, immunology and stem cell related patents through faculty positions with Stanford 
University School of Medicine and as clinical faculty for the pediatric bone marrow transplantation 
service at University of California San Francisco. 
 
Dr. Kraft is the inventor of the MarrowMiner, an FDA approved device for the minimally invasive harvest 
of bone marrow, and founded RegenMed Systems, a company developing technologies to enable adult 
stem cell based regenerative therapies. He serves as an advisor to the X-Prize, Nokia, Qualcomm Life, 
and a variety of healthcare startups. 
 
Daniel is an avid pilot and has served in the Massachusetts and California Air National Guard as an 
officer and flight surgeon with an F-16 fighter Squadron. He has conducted research on aerospace 
medicine published with NASA, and was a finalist for astronaut selection. 

http://exponentialmedicine.com/
http://new.ted.com/speakers/daniel_kraft
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George Hara 
Ambassador; 

 Chairman of the 
Board, Alliance Forum 

Foundation; Group 
Chairman & CEO, 
DEFTA Partners 

Chairman of the Board, Alliance Forum Foundation 
Group Chairman & CEO, DEFTA PARTNERS 
Special Advisor to the Cabinet Office of the Prime Minister of Japan 
Professor of Medicine, Graduate School of Medicine (by courtesy), Osaka University 
International Council Member, Salk Institute for Biological Studies 
 
George became interested in medicine and Africa after reading a biography of Dr. Albert Schweitzer. While 
giving up being a physician when having to dissect a frog, George’s interest towards Africa grew keener. 
Later in life he was appointed Intergovernmental Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the UN. 
Today, George continues to be engaged in initiatives that attempt to improve nutrition and to reduce and 
eradicate the stunting resulting from malnutrition in Africa. 
 
After moving to the US to attend Stanford University, George’s encounter in 1979 with a banker and a 
scientist who founded Genentech led him to later study by the guidance of Nobel laureate Dr. Arthur 
Kornberg. In 1981, George founded a fiber optics display system venture while he was a student at Stanford 
University. He then founded venture capital firm DEFTA Partners, under which he funded and led many 
early-stage technology companies in the US, Europe and Israel to success, including the first gene therapy 
company Viagene, the first antisense therapy company Isis Pharmaceuticals, and the first bioinformatics 
company Arris Pharmaceuticals. George is now a board director of a Boston-based startup developing the 
world’s largest biorepository of blood and in the future, iPSCs. 
 
George’s public service record includes board directors of San Francisco University, Zoo, and Opera where 
he helped revitalize these organizations, and advisors to heads of states, governments, and international 
organizations. George also serves as Special Advisor to the Cabinet Office of the Prime Minister of Japan, 
Global Agenda and Meta Council Member of the World Economic Forum, and Chairman of the Alliance 
Forum Foundation, a 501(c)3 organization in a Special Consultative Status with the UN ECOSOC that 
conducts many initiatives in the areas of anti-malnutrition, microfinance, new industry creation, and Public 
Interest Capitalism. In Yokohama, Japan, George established the Hara Model Railway Museum, which he 
dedicates to his late father Nobutaro whose lifelong hobby was to build and collect models of trains in the 
world. 
 
In the Japanese government, George has held roles of Senior Advisor to the Minister of Finance from 2005 
to 2009, Deputy Chairman of the Expert Panel of the Council on Economic and Fiscal Policy, the Prime 
Minister’s Special Commissioner on the Government Tax Panel, a Member of the Industrial Structure 
Council of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, and a Member of the ICT council of the Minister 
for Internal Affairs and Communications. Under his vision of Public Interest Capitalism and through these 
roles, George works to build a framework to commercialize and industrialize new technologies and to 
rebuild the country’s fiscal health while reducing the tax rates and increasing tax revenues at the same time.  

Master of Ceremonies 

Naureen A. Shaikh, MD, FAAFP transitioned from treating and curing disease one patient at a time to 
40,000+ at a time through her local SF Bay Area Medical administration work. MMTI’s current project in 
Tanzania will grow to serve 250,000. And MMTI’s digital tools impacting +2 MM people across over 50 
countries. Dr. Shaikh is a global leader in human centered design and a regular participant at 
the Skoll World Forum, the American Academy of Family Practice Global Health Workshops, Innovationand 
Precision Medicine forums.   
 
From her start as a child in a large immigrant family in rural Michigan, Dr. Shaikh went on to obtain triple 
honors degrees at the University of Michigan, a Medical Degree at Rush, and ABFM Diplomacy at Tufts 
University. She was an awarded teacher at Tufts, Harvard and Stanford Schools of Medicine. She received 
the Doctor of the Year award in 2013 from the California Academy of Family Physicians, and Top Doctor 
[415] this year. Dr. Shaikh has  chaired the Department of Family Medicine for Marin General Hospital. She 
has over a decade of Board and Committee experience with FQHC, ACO, IPA, Finance and Innovation. She 
is an active member of Rotary International.  She remains a dedicated mother.  

Naureen Shaikh 
Executive Director, 

Mobile Medical Team 
International,   

CEO,   
Soluna Health Inc. 
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In-kind Sponsors 

Major Supporting Organizations 

Bronze Sponsors 

Hara Research Foundation 

Ms. Tomoko Tsuji 

(IKENOBO Flower Arrangement) 
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Hara Research Foundation 


